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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1910. 


Area  ... 

Population  ... 

Birth-Rate  ... 

Recorded  Death-Rate 
Infantile  Mortality  ... 

Zymotic  Death-Rate 
Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  Death-Rate 
Phthisis  Death-Rate 


3,667  Acres. 
72,964. 

19  T. 

8-8. 

79-. 

0-39. 

0-77. 

0-58. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  ADOPTED  IN  THE 

DISTRICT  : — 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Parts  1 and  5 Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  189a. 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  1 to  6,. 
excepting  Sections  18,  19,  21,  28,  48,  67. 


Health  Department, 

Council  House, 

Handsworth. 


TO  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HANDSWORTH 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  STAFFORD. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  upon  the  health 
of  the  District  during  1910. 

The  year  has  been  a remarkably  healthy  one  : the  general 
death-rate,  zymotic  death-rate,  infantile  mortality  rate  and  the 
death-rate  from  Tuberculous  diseases  are  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  in  Handsworth.  The  birth-rate  is  another,  and  less 
satisfactory,  lowest  on  record. 

No  death  was  registered  during  the  year  as  due  to  either 
Diphtheria  or  Measles ; as  regards  the  former  disease  the 
experience  is  unique  in  the  annals  of  the  District. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  matters  to  which  I referred 
last  year  as  being,  in  my  opinion,  the  sanitary  improvements 
most  urgently  required  were  the  provision  of  an  Isolation 
Hospital  in  Handsworth  in  lieu  of  the  existing  arrangement  by 
means  of  which  Scarlet  Fever  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  of  the  West  Bromwich  Corporation,  and  the  establish- 
ment throughout  the  District  of  a weekly  collection  of  domestic 
refuse. 

The  latter  improvement  was  instituted  in  June,  1910,  and 
has  been  continued  since,  excepting  for  a short  period  during 
which  repairs  to  the  destructor  necessitated  slight  modification 
of  the  system. 

In  respect  to  the  Hospital,  however,  no  progress  can  be 
reported,  your  Health  Committee  having  considered  it  in- 
expedient to  proceed  further  with  the  scheme  while  the 
“ Greater  Birmingham  ” Bill  was  before  Parliament. 
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As,  at  the  time  of  writing,  it  appears  probable  that  1910 
will  be  the  last  complete  year  of  Handsworth’s  existence  as  a 
separate  authority,  a brief  review  of  the  sanitary  progress  of  the 
District  from  the  period  of  the  earliest  available  health  records 
to  the  present  day  may  not  be  out  of  place.  The  first  health 
report  was  issued  in  1874,  and  at  that  time  the  District  was 
unsewered  and  undrained,  excepting  for  a few  superficial  drains 
for  carrying  off  surface  water.  All  excretal  matter  was  received 
into  privy  middens  or  dumbwells,  and  the  occupiers  of  houses 
had  themselves  to  undertake  the  removal  and  disposal  of  this 
and  all  other  domestic  refuse.  Some  few  houses  derived  their 
water  supply  from  the  mains  of  the  Birmingham  Waterworks 
Company,  but  the  large  majority  were  dependent  upon  shallow 
wells  liable  to  pollution.  Working-class  dwellings  were  nearly 
all  of  the  back-to-back  type.  No  arrangements  existed  for 
dealing  with  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

During  the  three  years  1874-1876,  when  the  estimated 
populations  was  between  16,000  and  16,500,  the  mean  mortality- 
rates  were  as  follows  : — 

Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  Infantile  Mortality. 

l8'0  2*8  129 

The  corresponding  figures  for  the  past  three  years  1908-1910 
are  : — 

Death-rate.  Zymotic  Death-rate.  Infantile  Mortality. 

9-6  077  83 

At  the  present  time  the  whole  of  the  District,  excepting 
the  purely  agricultural  portion  and  a portion  which  is  under- 
mined by  colliery  workings  and  therefore  liable  to  subsidence, 
is  efficiently  sewered.  Nearly  all  the  houses  are  supplied  with 
water  from  the  public  mains  and  are  furnished  with  water 
closets  connected  with  the  public  sewers.  Domestic  refuse  is 
collected  once  a week  and  is  disposed  of  at  the  Council’s 
destructor.  No  back-to-back  house  has  been  built  since  1876, 
and  the  District  now  contains  no  enclosed  courts  and  practically 
no  unpaved  yards. 
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The  increased  work  thrown  on  the  Health  Department 
during  1910  by  new  legislation  and  by  the  natural  growth  of 
the  District  necessitated  the  employment  of  an  additional 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Asman,  the  senior 
clerk  in  the  Health  Department,  who  had  duly  qualified  himself 
for  the  post,  was  appointed ; while  the  vacancy  on  the  clerical 
staff  thus  caused  was  filled  by  the  promotion  of  the  junior 
clerk,  and  another  junior  was  obtained. 

Again  I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  invaluable  support,  and  I have  also 
to  thank  the  Chief  Inspector  and  other  Members  of  the  Sanitary 
Staff  for  a large  volume  of  work  well  done. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  SISAM. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Urban  District  Council 
of  Handsworth , Staffordshire , for  the  year  1910. 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER 

OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  area  of  Handsworth  is  3,667  acres  according  to  the 
Ordnance  Survey.  From  a health  point  of  view  its  situation  is 
an  unusually  good  one,  its  height  above  the  sea  level  varying 
from  570  feet  (Holyhead  Road)  to  300  feet  (Witton  Road). 
Its  subsoil  consists  mainly  of  sand  and  gravel. 

Handsworth  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Urban 
District  of  Perry  Barr,  on  the  South  by  the  City  of  Birmingham, 
the  County  Borough  of  Smethwick  and  the  Borough  of  Aston 
Manor,  on  the  East  by  the  Urban  District  of  Erdington  and  on 
the  West  by  the  County  Boroughs  of  West  Bromwich  and 
Smethwick. 

The  District  is  mainly  residential  and  contains  compara- 
tively few  manufactories  within  its  borders,  though  many 
Handsworth  residents  are  employed  in  large  works  situated  in 
the  immediately  adjoining  portions  of  Smethwick  and  Aston  and 
in  the  Jewellery  Quarter  of  Birmingham  which  approaches  the 
southern  boundary  of  Handsworth. 

According  to  the  Census  of  1901,  the  chief  occupations  of 
the  inhabitants  come  under  the  headings  of  “ Metal  and 
Machinery, ” “Manufacture  of  Jewellery/’  and  “Commercial 
occupations.” 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

I. — POPULATION. 

The  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year  is  estimated  to 
have  been  72,964,  giving  a density  of  population  of  19-89  per 
acre.  The  rateable  value  of  the  District  in  April,  T9 10,  was 
^297,498  3s. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  District  has  grown  is  shown 
by  the  following  figures  : — 


Census  1871  ...  Pop.  14,947  ... 

Houses  2,790 

...  Persons 

per  house  5 '36 

,,  1881  ...  ,,  22,896  ... 

„ 4,801 

• • 

5 5 

„ 4-77 

,,  1891  ...  ,,  32,756 

„ 6,771 

* « • 

? > 

„ 4-837 

,,  1901  ...  ,,  52,921  ... 

,,  11,060 

? 5 

,,  4-785 

Esti- 
mated 1910  ...  ,,  72,964  ... 

It  was  estimated  that  1 

,,  16,486  ... 

,226  houses  were 

void  at  the  middle 

of  the  year. 

The  population  in  the  several  wards 

was 

assumed  to  be  as 

follows 

Population. 

Occupied 

Houses. 

Void. 

Acreage. 

Birchfield  16,930 

3,550 

373 

1,142 

Heathlield  9,908 

2,100  ... 

131 

230 

Murdock  13,250 

2,703 

206 

324 

Sandwell  18,370 

3,888 

360 

1,568 

Soho  14,506 

3,019 

156 

403 

72,964 

15,260  1 

,226 

3,667 

II. 

-BIRTHS. 

One  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-one  births  were 
registered  in  the  District  during  the  year — 726  males  and  695 
females.  The  birth-rate  per  1,000  for  the  year  was  19-4.  The 
rate  last  year  was  20*1.  The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales 
in  1910  was  24-8  while  in  the  77  large  towns  it  was  2 5'o. 

Reference  to  Chart  I.  shows  that,  excepting  for  a slight 
check  in  1908,  the  birth-rate  in  this  District  has  steadily  declined 
since  1901. 

The  fall  in  the  birth-rate,  however,  is  of  sociologic  rather 
than  of  sanitary  interest  excepting  in  so  far  as  it  provides  an 
incentive  to  make  further  efforts  to  reduce  infantile  mortality. 
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The  births  were  distributed  in  the  various  wards  as 
follows: — Birchfield  359,  Heathfield  139,  Murdock  323,  Sand- 
well  380,  Soho  216.  The  birth-rates  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population  of  the  several  wards  were,  therefore  : — 
Birchfield  202,  Heathfield  i4'o,  Murdock  24/3,  Sandwell  2oy, 
Soho  i4'8.  Compared  with  last  year  the  number  of  births  in 
Birchfield  and  Heathfield  wards  have  increased,  while  in  Mur- 
dock, Sandwell  and  Soho  wards  there  has  been  a decrease. 

III.— DEATHS. 


Six  hundred  and  forty-three  deaths  of  residents  occurred 
during  the  year — 332  males  and  311  females.  Of  these  560 
were  registered  in  the  District, 

32  occurred  in  the  West  Bromwich  Union  Workhouse. 

General  Hospital,  Birmingham. 
Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 
County  Lunatic  Asylum,  Burntwood. 
Cheddleton  ,,  ,,  * 

Queen’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 
Women’s  Hospital,  Sparkhill. 

City  Asylum,  Birmingham. 

Workhouse  Infirmary,  Birmingham. 
West  Bromwich  Infectious  Hospital. 

,,  ,,  District  Hospital. 

,,  Maternity  Hospital,  Birmingham, 
in  a Private  Hospital,  Birmingham, 
from  poisoning  in  Birmingham. 

,,  drowning  at  Curdworth. 

Coroners’  inquests  were  held  in  42  cases,  i.e.  in  6'5  per  cent, 
of  the  total  number.  The  cause  of  death  was  not  certified  in  3 
cases,  i.e.  in  • 4 per  cent  of  the  whole  number. 

The  death-rate  was  8*8.  The  death-rate  was  10 '2  in  1909, 
iof8  in  1908,  io'o  in  1907,  and  ii*i  in  1906  The  average 
death-rate  in  the  years  1897-1906  was  i2'o. 

The  death-rate  in  1910  in  England  and  Wales  was  13'4- 
In  the  77  large  English  towns  it  was  also  i3'4. 
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In  order  to  render  the  death-rate  of  Handsvvorth  compar- 
able with  that  of  England  and  Wales  some  correction  must  be 
made  in  the  former  on  account  of  the  more  favourable  age  and 
sex  composition  of  its  population,  for,  like  most  large  towns, 
Handsworth  contains  an  unduly  large  proportion  of  young  adults 
and  a correspondingly  diminished  proportion  of  persons  at  the 
more  vulnerable  ages.  On  the  basis  of  the  1901  Census  the 
Factor  for  Correction  for  Handsworth  is  1*1003,  and  if  the  death- 
rate  is  multiplied  by  this  figure  the  product  represents  the  rate 
which  probably  would  have  been  experienced  had  the  age  and 
sex  composition  of  the  population  been  similar  to  that  of  the 
whole  country.  When  corrected  in  this  manner  the  death-rate 
of  Handsworth  for  1910  becomes  increased  to  9*6, 

In  Table  A the  birth-rate  and  death-rate  for  1910  are 
compared  with  those  of  preceding  years,  while  Charts  1 and 
2 depict  the  fluctuations  which  the  birth  and  death-rates  have 
experienced  since  1890. 


TABLE  A. 


Years. 

Population 

Yearly. 

Births 

Yearly. 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
Yearly. 

Deaths 

Yearly. 

Death-rate 
per  1,000 
Yearly. 

10  Years  1871-80 

18,722 

611 

32-7 

280-5 

15-2 

10  Years  1881-90 

27,610 

175*4 

28  2 

359-5 

13*2 

10  Years  1891-1900 

40,445 

939-2 

27  6 

514-3 

12-6 

1901 

53,000 

1,403 

26-4 

724 

13-7 

1902 

56,141 

1,392 

24-8 

627 

111 

1903 

59,000 

1,451 

24-6 

642 

10-9 

1904 

61,500 

1,436 

23  4 

754 

12*2 

1905 

65,249 

1,483 

23-0 

661 

1013 

1906 

66,276 

1,500 

22-6 

740 

111 

1907 

69,122 

1,516 

21-9 

693 

10-0 

1908 

70,518 

1,570 

22*2 

763 

10-8 

1909 

71,935 

1,446 

20  T 

737 

10-2 

1910 

72,964 

1,421 

19*4 

643 

8-8 
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IV.  — AGES  AT  DEATH. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  at  ages 
under  one  year  was  113,  giving  a mortality  per  1,000  births 
registered  during  the  year  of  79.  This  is  the  lowest  rate 
recorded  for  the  District.  The  corresponding  figures  for 
previous  years  are  given  in  Table  B,  and  in  graphic  form  on 
Chart  3. 

The  infantile  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1910 
was  106.  In  the  77  large  English  towns  it  was  115. 

The  deaths  of  infants  occurred  in  the  several  wards  as 
follows: — Birchfield  29,  Heathfield  6,  Murdock  39,  Sandwell 
19,  Soho  20. 


TABLE  B. 


Years. 

No.  of  Births 
Yearly. 

Number  of 
Deaths  under 
one  Year, 
YTearly. 

Deaths 
per  1,000 
Births 
Yearly. 

10  Years  1871-80 

611 

73 

119 

10  Years  1881-90 

775  4 

94-1 

120 

10  Years  1891-1900 

939-2 

146-3 

135 

1901 

1,403 

183 

129 

1902 

1,392 

150 

108 

1903 

1,451 

148 

102 

1904 

1,436 

192 

133 

1905 

1,483 

119 

80 

1906 

1,500 

181 

120 

1907 

1,516 

153 

100 

1908 

1,570 

142 

90 

1909 

1,446 

121 

83 

1910 

1,421 

113 

79 

Of  the  1 13  infants  who  died,  44,  or  38  per  cent.,  died 
within  a week  of  birth,  and  75,  or  66  per  cent.,  died  before 
they  reached  3 months  old. 
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The  deaths  registered  at  ages  above  65  numbered  214,  so 
that  more  than  half  the  total  deaths  occurred  at  the  two 
extremes  of  life,  i.e.  at  ages  under  1 and  over  65  years. 


V. -CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Infantile  Mortality,  according-  to  the  Causes  of 
Death. — The  113  deaths  were  due  to  the  following  causes  : — 

Total  Total 


Males. 

Females.  1910. 

1909. 

1. 

Diarrhoea,  including  gastroenteritis 
and  enteritis 

7 

3 10 

17 

2. 

Diseases  of  Development,  premature 
birth,  &c.  ... 

25 

14  39 

29 

3. 

Debility,  Atrophy,  Inanition 

11 

10  21 

15 

4. 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

8 

5 13 

23 

5. 

Epidemic  Diseases  (other  than 
Diarrhoea)  ... 

3 

4 7 

10 

6. 

Conmdsions  and  Meningitis  ... 

4 

3 7 

5 

7. 

Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

1 

2 3 

3 

8. 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System,  (other 
than  Enteritis) 

2 

1 3 

4 

9. 

Suffocated  in  bed 

— 

— — 

— 

.0. 

Other  causes 

5 

5 10 

15 

Totals 

66 

47  113 

121 

Further  details  will  be  found  in  Table  V. 


It  is  impossible  to  divide  the  infant  deaths,  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy,  into  preventable  and  non-preventable  classes,  but 
there  is  little  doubt  that  a considerable  portion  of  the  deaths 
detailed  above  would  have  been  prevented  had  the  infants  been 
placed  under  perfect  conditions  of  food  and  environment,  so 
that  although  our  infantile  mortality  i?  very  low  there  is  still 
ample  room  for  improvement. 


In  common  with  most  other  large  towns  Handsworth  has 
adopted  special  measures  directed  towards  the  preservation  of 
infant  life.  For  many  years  leaflets  on  the  care  and  feeding  of 
infants  have  been  supplied  to  the  Registrar  of  Births  for  dis- 
tribution to  the  mothers  at  the  time  of  registration.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  these  leaflets  have  done  a great  deal  of  good, 
particularly  in  the  direction  of  advocating  breast  feeding,  but 
they  are  open  to  the  grave  objection  that  hard  and  fast  rules  for 
the  preparation  and  administration  of  artificial  diets  must  of 
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necessity  be  laid  down,  whereas  experience  has  proved  that  to 
obtain  the  best  or  even  fairly  satisfactory  development  of  many 
bottle-fed  infants,  hard  and  fast  rules  must  be  abandoned  and 
special  study  must  be  made  of  each  individual  in  order  that  the 
diet  may  be  adapted  to  digestive  and  other  constitutional 
peculiarities  which  are  as  varied  in  infants  as  in  adults 

Then  again,  it  has  been  found  that  the  leaflets  are  frequently 
ignored  by  the  poorer  classes  for  whom,  of  course,  they  were 
chiefly  designed. 

For  these  reasons  it  has  been  considered  advisable  to 
supplement  the  printed  instructions  by  personal  advice  and 
supervision  where  practicable,  and  this  work  for  nearly  three 
years  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Lady  Health  Visitor.  The 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  which  was  adopted  in  Hands- 
worth  in  1908,  and  which  provides  for  the  notification  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  all  births  within  thirty-six  hours 
of  their  occurrence,  is  of  great  value  in  enabling  this  supervision 
to  be  exercised  over  infants  during  the  earliest  and  most  critical 
period  of  their  existence. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Act  was  complied  with 
in  the  case  of  94^4  per  cent,  of  the  births  as  compared  with 
94-i  per  cent,  in  1909  and  90  per  cent,  in  1908,  and  the 
omissions  in  nearly  every  instance  were  due  to  ignorance  of  the 
existence  of  the  Act. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  record  that  69^4  per  cent,  of  the 
births  notified  during  1910  were  attended  by  medical  prac- 
titioners. 

The  infants  visited  during  the  year  numbered  415,  and  to 
these  a total  of  over  2,000  visits  were  paid.  The  methods  of 

feeding  adopted  up  to  the  ninth  month  of  age  were  as  follows: — 

Entirely  breast-fed  ...  ...  352  or  84*8  per  cent. 

Entirely  bottle-fed  ...  ...  39  or  9*4  ,, 

Both  breast  and  bottle-fed  ...  18  or  4^3  ,, 

Not  fed  (died  shortly  after  birth)  6 or  1-5  „ 


15 


Enquiry  was  made  into  the  methods  of  feeding  employed 
in  the  case  of  the  113  infants  who  died  during  the  year.  Of 
these,  35  died  soon  after  birth  and  8 could  not  be  traced,  the 
parents  having  left  the  District.  Of  the  remaining  70,  19  or 
27 ‘i  per  cent,  had  been  entirely  breast-fed,  36  or  51-4  per  cent, 
had  been  entirely  bottle-fed,  and  15  or  21 '4  per  cent,  had  been 
partially  breast  and  partially  bottle-fed. 

During  the  past  three  years  in  which  the  District  has  had 
the  services  of  a Health  Visitor,  the  Infantile  Mortality  has  been 
very  considerably  lower  than  in  any  previous  triennium  as  is 
plainly  shown  by  Chart  3.  It  is  necessary  to  point  out,  how- 
ever, that  during  these  three  years  the  climatic  conditions  have 
been  unusually  favourable  to  infant  life,  so  that  a fair  comparison 
with  other  groups  of  years  can  hardly  be  made.  A comparison 
of  the  Infantile  Mortality  of  Handsworth  with  that  of  England 
and  Wales  for  corresponding  triennia  is  free  from  this  source  of 
fallacy,  and  appears  to  show  that  greater  progress  has  been  made 
in  Handsworth  than  in  the  country  as  a whole. 


of  Handsworth? s Infantile  Mortality 

and  Wales. 

to  that  of  England 

1890-1892 

- 84% 

1893-1895  

...  82-8% 

1896-1898 

92'9% 

1899-1901 

88-5% 

1902-1904 

82-6% 

1905-1907  

7 9 "3  % 

1908-1910 

75% 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Health  Visitor  strongly 
advocates  the  provision  of  separate  cots  for  all  infants,  and  that 
this  advice  is  usually  followed,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
during  the  past  two  years  no  death  from  overlaying  has  been 
registered  in  the  District. 


Epidemic  Diseases.  — The  seven  chief  Epidemic 
diseases  caused  29  deaths,  giving  an  Epidemic  death-rate  of 
o’39,  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  District. 
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The  Epidemic  death-rate  in  1910  in  England  and  Wales 
was  o’99;  in  the  77  great  towns  it  was  12 3. 

Table  C on  page  41  compares  the  number  of  deaths  from 
each  of  the  seven  chief  Epidemic  diseases  with  the  deaths  of 
previous  years. 

In  the  following  table  the  death-rate  of  each  of  the  fore- 
going Epidemic  diseases  is  compared  with  those  of  former 
years 

TABLE  D. 


Diseases. 

Average 

1876-1900. 

rH 

O 

05 

C4 

O 

o> 

rH 

1903. 

O 

05 

rH 

1905. 

1906. 

4- 

O 

05 

rH 

CO 

O 

05 

rH 

1909. 

O 

rH 

05 

rH 

Smallpox 

•02 

•00 

•00 

•00 

•00 

•00 

•00 

•00 

.00 

•00 

•00 

Scarlatina 

•21 

T5 

•14 

•22 

•08 

•04 

•07 

•03 

T4 

T3 

•08 

Measles  

T9 

•23 

T8 

T4 

•05 

T2 

•04 

•26 

•01 

•25 

•00 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

T1 

•13 

T1 

02 

•09 

•03 

•04 

•06 

•01 

•04 

•02 

Diphtheria 

T4 

T7 

T4 

•07 

•23 

•06 

•03 

T7 

T6 

T6 

•00 

Whooping  Cough 

•28 

23 

•28 

•07 

•36 

•06 

•46 

T6 

•27 

T9 

T5 

Diarrhoea 

•59 

•66 

07 

•34 

•50 

•30 

•78 

•07 

•24 

•26 

T3 

There  has  been  no  death  in  the  District  from  Smallpox 
since  1894. 


Scarlet  Fever  caused  6 deaths.  In  1909  there  were 
10  deaths. 

SCARLET  FEVER  CASES. 


Year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

No.  of 
Cases 
notified. 

No. 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

No.  of 
Deaths  in 
Hospital. 

No.  of  Cases 
treated  at 
home. 

Deaths 

among 

these. 

1903 

59,000 

361 

59 

0 

302 

13 

1904 

61,500 

256 

114 

1 

142 

4 

1905 

65,249 

127 

48 

1 

79 

2 

1906 

66,276 

234 

73 

3 

161 

2 

1907 

69,122 

216 

40 

0 

176 

2 

1908 

70,518 

420 

95 

3 

325 

7 

1909 

71,935 

432 

115 

4 

317 

6 

1910 

72,964 

456 

132 

1 

324 

5 
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Measles  caused  no  deaths  as  compared  with  18  in  1909. 

Whooping-  Cough  by  its  complications  was  responsible 
for  11  deaths  as  against  14  last  year. 

Typhoid  Fever  caused  2 deaths  this  year  as  compared 
with  3 in  1909  and  1 in  1908. 

Diphtheria  caused  no  deaths  as  compared  with  12  in 
1909,  12  in  1908  and  1 1 in  1907. 

Diarrhoea  caused  10  deaths,  made  up  as  follows : — 

Under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

1 and  under  5 years  ...  ...  ...  3 

5 and  under  15  years  ...  ...  ...  1 

To  these  should  be  added  the  8 deaths  from  Enteritis,  making 
a total  under  this  head  of  18.  The  deaths  from  Enteritis 
included  cases  at  practically  all  the  age  periods. 

Under  the  heading  “ Diarrhoea,”  including  “ Enteritis,” 
“ Gastro-Enteritis  ” and  “ Entero-Colitis,”  as  being  one  and  the 
same  disease,  the  number  of  deaths  for  each  year  and  the  death- 

rates  are  given  below  : 

Average 

1893-1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909  1910 

Deaths  ...  44  35  46  30  66  26  29  31  18 

Death-rate...  D02  0*6  0*74  0'46  0-99  0’37  0'41  0'43  0'24 

The  remarkable  annual  variations  in  the  death-rate  from 
Diarrhoeal  diseases  are  chiefly  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
variations  in  the  summer  and  autumn  climatic  conditions,  the 
highest  mortality  being  experienced  in  hot  and  dry  years. 

It  is  generally  held  that  the  prevalence  of  these  diseases 
bears  some  relationship  also  to  the  efficiency  of  the  systems  of 
sewage  and  refuse  removal  and  to  the  cleanliness  of  dwellings, 
and  for  this  reason  Diarrhoeal  Mortality  is  by  many  considered 
to  be  an  index  of  the  general  sanitary  conditions  of  a district. 

During  the  summer  of  1910  the  special  precautions  taken 
in  Murdock  Ward  in  1909  with  a view  to  the  prevention  of 
Infantile  Diarrhoea  were  extended  to  the  whole  District,  i.e.  the 
contents  of  all  refuse  receptacles  were  removed  once  a week, 
and  strict  surveillance  was  exercised  over  all  premises  in  the 
poorer  streets,  with  a view  to  securing  a high  standard  of  cleanli- 
ness in  the  houses  as  well  as  in  courts  and  yards. 
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The  Health  Visitor  made  daily  enquiries  for  cases  of 
Infantile  Diarrhoea,  and  on  such  being  found  immediate  medical 
attention  was  urged,  while  disinfectants  were  supplied  and 
instructions  given  to  immerse  all  napkins  soiled  by  the  patient 
in  disinfectant  solution  directly  on  removal.* 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  relative  incidence  of  fatal  cases 
of  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  in  the  separate  wards  during  the 


three  periods:  1901-1908  when  no  special  preventive  work  was 
undertaken,  1909  when  special  measures  were  applied  to 
Murdock  Ward  only  and  1910  when  this  special  work  was 


extended  to  the  whole  District,  though  of  course  the  number  of 
cases  dealt  with  is  too  small  and  the  period  of  observation  too 
limited  for  accurate  deductions  to  be  drawn  from  the  figures. 


Ward. 

Birchfield 
Heath  field 
Murdock 
Sandwell 
Soho  . . . 


Average  Annual 
No.  of  Infantile  Deaths 
from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis,  1901-1908. 

5-8 

2-1 

108 

5-6 

2-7 


Approximate 
percentage 
of  total. 
21.5 
8-0 
40  0 
20  5 
10  0 


The  population  of  Murdock  Ward  during  the  same  period  was 
just  under  20  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  whole  District. 


The  mortality  figures  for  1909  are  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  Infantile  Deaths 

Approximate 

Ward. 

from  Diarrhoea  and 

percentage 

Enteritis. 

of  total. 

Birchfield 

8 

47-0 

Heathfield 

...  ...  

. . . 

Murdock 

3 

18*0 

Sandwell 

4 

23-5 

Soho 

2 

11-5 

for  1910  : — 

No.  of  Infantile  Deaths 

Approximate 

W ard. 

from  Diarrhoea  and 

percentage 

Enteritis. 

of  total. 

Birchfield 

3 

30-0 

Heathfield 

1 

100 

Murdock 

4 

40-0 

Sandwell 

...  ...  — 

. . . 

Soho 

2 

20-0 

* It  was  considered  advisable  to  assume  the  infectivity  of  the  fceces 
in  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  although  such  has  never  been  conclusively 

proved. 
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There  was  a very  noticeable  reduction  in  the  number  of 
flies  throughout  the  District  as  compared  with  former  years 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — Fifty-seven  deaths  were  due 
to  this  class  of  disease,  as  compared  with  67  in  1909,  66  in 
1908,  58  in  1907  and  57  in  1906. 

Forty-three  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  Tuberculosis  of  the 
Lungs,  or  Phthisis. 

Of  these  12  occurred  in  Workhouses  and  Asylums  among 
former  residents  of  Handsworth,  some  of  whom  had  not  been 
in  the  District  for  years. 

The  following  table  compares  the  death-rates  from  all 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  and  from  Phthisis  alone  of  the  past  ten 
years  : — 


1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 


Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population. 
All  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  Phthisis. 

IT  090 


1-23 
1-24 
0-89 
0-89 
0 86 
0-84 
0-93 
0-93 
0-77 


097 
0-86 
0 35 
0-67 
0-60 
0-49 
0-75 
0-58 
0-58 


Prevention  of  Tuberculosis. — A County  Bye-law 
prohibiting  spitting  on  any  floor,  side  or  wall  of  any  public 
carriage,  public  hall,  public  waiting  room  or  place  of  public 
entertainment,  has  been  in  force  since  August  4th,  1903. 
Though  little  or  no  use  has  been  made  of  the  bye-law  in  this 
District,  indiscriminate  spitting  appears  to  have  decreased  con- 
siderably of  late  years,  probably  owing  to  the  better  education 
of  the  public  in  habits  of  cleanliness. 

There  is  no  system  of  notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  force 
in  the  District  other  than  that  established  by  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908.  Under  these  regulations 
20  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1910. 
The  homes  of  all  these  were  visited  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible  and  revisited  from  time  to  time.  In  nearly  every 
instance  the  first  visit  was  paid  by  your  Medical  Officer,  who 
gave  full  instructions  for  precautionary  measures  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Disinfectants  were  supplied 
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in  every  case,  and  in  1 1 of  the  cases  the  rooms  which  had  been 
occupied  by  the  patients  were  thoroughly  disinfected  by  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department. 

The  bulk  of  the  cases  notified  under  the  Local  Government 
Board  Regulations  are  in  an  advanced  stage  of  Phthisis,  and 
little  can  be  done  beyond  endeavouring  to  render  them  free 
from  danger  to  others  ; but  occasionally  early  cases  which  might 
be  cured  by  timely  sanatorium  treatment  are  met  with.  Your 
Health  Committee  has  decided,  as  an  initial  step,  to  provide 
two  beds  in  a Sanatorium  for  early  cases,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
further  provision  will  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

The  only  provision  for  the  treatment  of  advanced  cases 
are  wards  specially  set  aside  for  that  purpose  in  the  Poor  Law 
Infirmary  at  West  Bromwich,  and  unfortunately  the  dread  of 
the  stigma  of  pauperism  prevents  these  being  resorted  to 
excepting  by  persons  in  the  extremity  of  destitution. 

For  many  years  it  has  been  the  rule  in  this  District,  on 
receipt  of  notice  from  the  Registrar  of  Deaths  that  a death  from 
Tuberculous  disease  has  taken  place,  to  offer  disinfection  of  the 
rooms,  clothes  and  bedding  used  by  the  deceased  person,  and 
in  a majority  of  cases  the  offer  has  been  accepted. 


Cancer. — Sixty-six  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer  and  allied 
forms  of  malignant  disease  of  various  organs,  the  ages  at  death 
being  as  follows  : — 


Age. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Age. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

0—30 

1 

60—65 

7 

30—35 

1 

65—70 

11 

35—40 

3 

70—75 

8 

40  45 

4 

75—80 

6 

45—50 

7 

80—85 

1 

50—55 

6 

85—90 

1 

55—60 

10 

Total 

66 

DIAGRAM  SHOWING  THE  RELATIVE  INCIDENCE  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES 

OF  DEATH.-CHART  IV. 

■ Respiratory 

Diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis. 


Cancer. 


Tuberculosis. 


Heart  Diseases. 


Old  Age. 


Premature  Birth. 


Accidents  and 
Suicides. 


Diarrhoeal  Diseases. 


Whooping  Cough. 


Influenza. 


Scarlet  Fever. 
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The  death-rate  is  0^90  compared  with  070  in  1909,  0*95  in 
1908,  o'86  in  1907,  and  an  average  of  o-68  for  the  10  years 
1897-1906. 

It  was  pointed  out  in  last  year’s  report  that  the  fall  in  the 
death-rate  then  experienced  was  probably  temporary  only,  and 
it  is  now  seen  that  such  was  the  case.  The  death-rate  from  this 
class  of  disease,  though  showing  occasional  remissions,  has 
gradually  risen  from  an  average  of  0^45  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  for  the  quinquennium  1876-1880  to  o‘85 
for  the  quinquennium  1906-1910.  At  present,  Cancer  and 
allied  diseases  are  quite  beyond  the  control  of  preventive 
medicine  and  will  probably  remain  so  until  light  has  been 
thrown  upon  their  causation.  In  spite  of  many  years  of  highly 
skilled  research,  the  etiology  of  these  diseases  remains  in 

e 

obscurity.  Two  important  facts  appear  to  be  proved,  however, 
viz.,  that  Cancer  is  not  infective  in  the  ordinary  sense  and  that 
it  is  not  inherited. 

It  is  customary  in  this  District  to  offer  disinfection  of  rooms 
and  bedding  in  all  cases  of  death  from  Cancer,  and  in  a large 
number  of  cases  the  offer  is  accepted. 

Injuries. — Twenty-five  deaths  were  due  to  violence.  The 
death-rate  was  074,  in  1909  it  was  0*29,  the  average  of  the 
preceding  ten  years  being  o’32. 

Ward  Comparisons. — Table  E on  page  42  gives  the 
comparative  statistics  of  the  health  of  the  five  wards  during 
1902  to  1910,  and  the  average  for  the  six  previous  years. 

Murdock  Ward  again  has  the  highest  birth-rate,  death-rate 
and  epidemic  death-rate,  as  well  as  the  highest  death-rate  from 
tuberculous  diseases  and  the  highest  rate  of  infantile  mortality. 
Heathfield  has  the  lowest  birth-rate,  being  a little  more  than 
half  that  of  Murdock  Ward. 


INCIDENCE  AND  PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

In  June,  1883,  the  Handsworth  Local  Board  instituted  a 
voluntary  system  of  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  whereby 
medical  practitioners  notifying  a case  of  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria, 
Enteric  Fever  or  Smallpox,  received  a fee  of  half-a-crown  for 
each  case  notified.  This  arrangement  continued  in  force  until 
the  adoption  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  which 
came  into  operation  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1890.  The  noti- 
fications received  in  the  years  1890-1910  are  given  in  Table  F 
on  page  45. 

In  the  following  table  the  cases  notified  in  each  quarter  of 
the  year  1910  are  given  : — 


TABLE  G. 


Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Continued 

Fever. 

Relapsing 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Cholera. 

Erysipelas. 

Total. 

1st  Quarter 

105 

8 

. . . 

• . • 

1 

. . . 

• * . 

1 

. j. 

8 

123 

2nd  ,,  ... 

... 

94 

22 

... 

... 

2 

• ■ ■ 

. . . 

... 

r- 

t 

125 

3rd  „ ... 

• • 

130 

15 

1 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

11 

159 

4th  ,,  ... 

... 

127 

21 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

11 

160 

Totals  ... 

... 

456 

66 

1 

... 

6 

... 

... 

1 

... 

37 

567 

The  number  of  cases  notified  of  each  disease  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  that  is  to  say  the  attack-rates,  are  given  for  each 
year  since  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification  Act)  came  into 
force,  in  Table  H on  page  46. 

General  Procedure. — As  soon  as  possible  after  notifica- 
tion of  an  infectious  disease  is  obtained,  the  infected  premises 
are  visited  and  examined,  and  any  sanitary  defects  are  noted. 
An  enquiry  is  made  as  to  the  population  residing  on  the 
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premises,  their  food  supply,  water  supply,  laundress,  the  schools 
attended,  the  means  of  isolation  available  and  the  origin  of  the 
infection.  These  particulars  are  registered  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  After  the  patients  have  been  removed  to  the 
Hospital,  or  have  recovered  at  home,  the  infected  rooms  are 
disinfected  with  formaldehyde  and  the  infected  bedding  and 
clothes  disinfected  again  at  the  disinfecting  station.  In  the 
meantime  notice  has  been  given  to  the  schools  attended  of  the 
existence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  infected  houses,  so  that 
children  residing  at  these  houses  may  be  kept  away  from  school 
until  all  danger  of  spreading  disease  is  past.  The  attention  of 
the  owners  of  the  houses  is  called  to  any  sanitary  defect  in  the 
usual  way.  The  premises  are  further  visited  from  time  to  time 
as  deemed  necessary.  During  the  past  year  1,598  visits  were 
thus  paid ; 479  notices  were  sent  to  schools  and  402  notices  to 
the  Education  Committee;  516  houses,  or  parts  of  houses,  and 
1 elementary  school  were  disinfected  with  formaldehyde  by 
Lingner’s  apparatus,  and  73  houses,  or  parts  of  houses,  were 
stripped  or  lime  washed ; 499  lots  of  bedding,  &c.,  comprising 
2,820  articles,  were  disinfected  by  the  disinfection  apparatus  at 
Handsworth  and  39  articles  destroyed.  During  the  year  all 
the  disinfection  has  been  done  at  your  own  disinfecting  station 
at  Queen’s  Head  Road.  The  number  of  stovings  was  332. 

Smallpox. — Provision  is  made  for  the  isolation  of  cases 
in  the  Smallpox  Hospital  of  the  West  Bromwich  Corporation. 
No  case  has  been  notified  since  1904. 
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Vaccination. — The  following  returns  are  furnished  by 
the  Vaccination  Officer  and  relate  to  the  whole  parish  of 
Handsworth  for  the  years  ending  June  30th,  1894-1910, 
respectively  : — 


Births 

Registered 

Successfully 

Vaccinated 

Insusceptible 

1 

Had 

Smallpox 

Died 

Un  vaccinated 

Postponed 

Removed  to 

other  District — 
traced 

Removed- 

unknown 

Defaulters 

Re-vaccinated 

1 

Percentage  of 

Defaulters  to 
Births 

Conscientious 

Objectors 

1894 

976 

716 

12 

0 

77 

42 

18 

68 

43 

361 

4-4 

. . . 

1895 

1072 

684 

13 

0 

83 

57 

4 

10 

221 

18 

20-6 

... 

1896 

1046 

561 

7 

0 

97 

47 

0 

0 

339 

(?) 

32-4 

... 

1897 

1138 

569 

4 

0 

101 

61 

0 

0 

403 

(?) 

35  4 

... 

1898 

1189 

497 

6 

0 

106 

46 

0 

0 

524 

(?) 

44-1 

10 

1899 

1327 

672 

14 

0 

145 

64 

39 

100 

278 

(?) 

20-9 

15 

1900 

1368 

775 

7 

0 

145 

71 

26 

92 

248 

(?) 

18-1 

4 

1901 

1410 

878 

3 

0 

147 

61 

13 

198 

94 

11 

67 

16 

1902 

1410 

1032 

4 

0 

147 

71 

22 

112 

12 

552 

0 9 

10 

1903 

1532 

1213 

7 

0 

121 
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Scarlet  Fever. — As  in  the  preceding  two  years,  Scarlet 
Fever  was  unduly  prevalent  in  the  District  throughout  1910. 
The  majority  of  the  cases  were  extremely  mild,  but  here  and 
there  the  disease  assumed  a virulent  type.  There  is  very  little 
doubt  that  infection  was  propagated  largely  by  mild  unrecognised 
cases  and  by  convalescents,  for  in  the  few  localised  outbreaks 
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in  which  the  origin  could  be  traced,  cases  of  one  or  other  of 
these  two  classes  were  found  to  be  the  foci  of  infection. 

Scarlet  Fever  possesses  two  features  which  render  it  very 
difficult  to  control  in  a large  community.  First,  in  mild  cases 
the  rash  is  often  slight  and  evanescent,  therefore  the  disease  is 
liable  to  be  overlooked,  and  there  is  usually  a long  interval, 
sometimes  several  weeks,  between  the  disappearance  of  the 
rash  and  the  commencement  of  peeling,  during  which  interval 
there  are  no  outward  and  visible  signs  of  the  disease,  con- 
sequently children  in  this  stage  may  mix  with  others  and  spread 
infection  with  no  possibility  of  being  detected ; secondly, 
convalescents  may  retain  the  power  of  infecting  others  for 
many  weeks  after  apparently  complete  recovery.  There  is  one 
class  of  convalescents  particularly  prone  to  spread  infection, 
viz.,  those  with  chronic  discharges  from  the  nose  or  ears,  but  as 
they  present  definite  signs,  means  can  often  be  taken  to  limit 
their  infective  power.  Further  reference  to  these  cases  is  made 
on  page  28. 

Chart  V.  shows  the  attack-rate  for  each  year  since  noti- 
fication of  Scarlet  Fever  became  compulsory,  and  at  the  same 
time  illustrates  the  tendency  of  epidemics  of  the  disease  to 
recur  in  cycles  or  waves.  There  is  good  reason  to  think  that 
the  epidemic  of  the  past  three  years  will  be  succeeded  by  a 
period  of  comparative  freedom  from  the  disease. 

During  investigation  of  the  notified  cases,  many  sanitary 
defects,  chiefly  of  a trivial  nature,  were  detected  in  the  homes, 
but  no  connection  could  be  traced  between  these  and  the 
incidence  or  severity  of  the  disease.  Neither  was  there  reason 
to  suspect  the  milk  supply  in  any  instance,  and  so  far  as  could 
be  ascertained  personal  infection  was  the  chief  if  not  the  sole 
factor  in  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  District,  although  a 
site  for  one  was  secured  in  1906. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  isolation  of  Scarlatina  at  the 
West  Bromwich  Infectious  Hospital. 
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Since  October,  1906,  it  has  been  the  practice  in  this  District 
to  limit  admission  to  hospital  to  those  cases  which  cannot  safely 
be  isolated  at  home.  In  235  of  the  cases  notified  during  1910 
the  patients,  or  in  the  case  of  children  the  parents,  were  un- 
willing for  removal  to  hospital  to  be  carried  out.  Of  the  other 
221  cases  132  were  removed,  the  remainder  being  found  capable 
of  proper  isolation  and  treatment  at  home. 

The  cases  occurred  in  319  houses. 
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The  primary  cases,  i.e.  first  cases  in  a household,  numbered 
315,  and  of  these  233  were  treated  at  home  and  82  sent  to 
hospital. 

In  the  houses  of  177  of  the  233  home-treated  cases,  i.e. 
75*9  per  cent.,  no  further  case  arose;  while  54  of  the  82  homes 
from  which  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  i.e.  65*8  per  cent., 
remained  free  from  further  attacks. 

Generally  speaking,  the  hospital  patients  came  from  poor 
and  crowded  houses,  while  the  cases  treated  at  home  were  much 
more  favourably  situated  as  is  shown  by  the  following  par- 
ticulars : — 

Cases  Cases 

treated  at  removed  to 
Home.  Hospital. 

Average  No.  of  Inmates  per  bedroom  ...  1 05  ...  l-66 

Average  No.  of  Children  under  14  who  had 
not  previously  had  Scarlet  Fever,  per 
house...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1’26  ...  217 

Average  No.  of  Persons  over  14  who  had 
not  previously  had  Scarlet  Fever,  per 
house  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24)8  ...  2‘61 

The  number,  of  “return  cases”  was  12  arising  from  7 
infecting  cases,  and  occurring  at  intervals  of  from  4 to  28  days 
after  the  discharge  of  a patient  from  hospital. 
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All  cases  arising  in  the  household  of  a discharged  patient 
within  a month  of  the  return  home  of  the  latter  are  reckoned 
as  “return  cases.”  It  is  obvious  that  some  of  the  cases  so 
classified  may  have  arisen  quite  independently  of  the  convales- 
cent patient ; on  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  obvious  that  the 
latter  may  have  given  rise  to  cases  of  the  disease  among 
associates,  not  members  of  his  family  and  therefore  not  included 
in  the  return  cases.  On  the  discharge  of  a patient  from  hospital 
due  warning  as  to  the  liability  of  carrying  infection  and  the 
consequent  risk  of  intimate  communication  with  other  persons 
is  given  by  the  hospital  authorities  and  similar  advice  is  given 
also  by  the  Handsworth  Health  1 )epartment ; but  unfortunately 
the  warnings  are  unheeded  in  a large  proportion  of  cases  and 
return  cases  are  the  result. 

In  two  instances  the  Health  Committee  decided  to  take 
proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  against  parents 
for  allowing  their  children  to  mix  with  the  general  public  while 
still  suffering  from  scarlet  fever.  In  one  case  a fine  of  5s.  and 
costs  was  inflicted,  while  the  other  case  was  dismissed  on 
account  of  alleged  misunderstanding  by  the*  parents  of  the 
medical  attendant’s  instructions. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Schools. — No  less  than  210  of  the 

315  primary  cases  occurred  in  school  children;  but  the  cases 
were  spread  over  the  whole  year  and  distributed  among  27 
public  and  private  schools,  in  only  one  of  which  was  there 
marked  incidence  in  a particular  class  or  department.  This  was 
the  Infants’  Department  of  St.  Michael’s  School,  in  which  an 
outbreak  was  eventually  traced  to  a child  who  attended  school 
while  suffering  from  a mild  attack  of  the  disease  which  had  not 
been  recognised  by  the  parents. 

The  system  ot  notification  by  Teachers  and  School 
Attendance  Officers  (see  page  91)  of  suspicious  illness  occurring 
among  elementary  school  children  proves  of  great  value  in 
detecting  missed  cases  of  this  kind,  but  in  spite  of  the  utmost 
vigilance  some  are  bound  to  escape  notice. 
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Two  children  in  various  stages  of  the  disease  were  found  at 
different  times  in  school,  while  12  further  unrecognised  cases 
were  found  among  children  absent  from  school  and  reported 
to  the  Medical  Officer  by  teachers  or  attendance  officers  as 
suffering  from  suspicious  symptoms. 

In  accordance  with  clause  57  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907,  all  school  children  who  had  suffered 
from  notifiable  infectious  disease  were  examined  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  before  being  allowed  to  return  to  school.  Of 
288  Scarlet  Fever  cases  thus  examined  no  less  than  73  showed 
some  slight  complication,  usually  nasal  or  aural  discharge,  which 
had  developed  since  the  apparent  completion  of  convalescence 
and  which  was  liable  to  carry  infection.  Permission  to  return 
to  school  was  not  given  until  all  such  symptoms  had  disappeared. 

Six  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  in  1910  died; 
the  fatality  was  therefore  131  per  hundred  cases. 

The  fatality  in  1909  was  231  per  cent.;  in  1908,  2*38; 
in  1907,  0^92  ; in  1906,  2*13  ; and  in  1905,  2*35. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — No  provision 
is  made  for  the  isolation  of  these  diseases.  In  better  class 
houses  home  treatment  appears  to  be  quite  satisfactory ; but  in 
the  homes  of  the  poor,  proper  isolation  and  nursing  can  rarely 
be  carried  out,  and  the  adoption  of  some  arrangement  by  means 
of  which  the  most  urgent  cases  can  receive  hospital  treatment 
is  strongly  recommended. 

Cases  are  admitted  into  the  General  and  Children’s  Hos- 
pitals, Birmingham,  but  only  when  the  operation  of  tracheotomy 
is  indicated. 

During  the  year  2 children  were  admitted  to  the  Children’s 
Hospital. 

The  67  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  (the 
latter  is  a form  of  Diphtheria  especially  affecting  the  air 
passages)  occurred  in  51  houses. 

In  2 instances  a house  had  4 cases. 

>5  2 ,,  >5  3 5’ 

6 2 

u 55  55  * 55 

,,  41  , , i case. 
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No  complaint  whatever  could  be  made  of  the  sanitary 
condition  of  42  of  the  5 1 infected  houses,  and  in  the  remaining 
9 the  defects  found  were  for  the  most  part  of  a trivial  character 
and  appeared  to  bear  no  relationship  to  the  disease  other  than 
that  of  a possible  predisposing  factor. 

Of  the  67  notified  cases,  no  bacteriological  examination 
was  made  in  40;  a positive  result  was  obtained  in  22  and  a 
negative  result  in  5 cases. 

Specimens  from  a further  64  cases  of  sore  throat  were  sub- 
mitted by  medical  practitioners  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  57  negative  and  7 positive  results  were  obtained.  None  of 
these  cases  was  notified  as  Diphtheria. 

The  special  measures  instituted  in  1909  for  the  purpose  of 
detecting  unrecognised  cases  of  the  disease  among  elementary 
school  children  were  continued  throughout  1910,  i.e.  all 
cases  of  sore  throat  not  medically  attended  were  reported 
by  teachers  and  attendance  officers  and  seen  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
and  in  most  instances  swabs  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination,  while  the  children  were  excluded  from  school 
pending  the  receipt  of  the  bacteriologist’s  report.  Where  the 
clinical  appearances  were  suggestive  of  Diphtheria  immediate 
medical  attendance  was  urged,  and  in  other  cases  isolation  at 
home  was  advised  until  pratique  had  been  received  from  the 
Health  Department. 

Convalescents  from  Diphtheria  were  also  visited  and 
examined  bacteriologically  before  being  permitted  to  return  to 
school  and  similiar  precautions  were  taken  with  healthy  children 
who  had  been  in  contact  with  cases  of  the  disease  and  were 
therefore  liable  to  be  “carriers”  of  infection. 

Altogether  538  specimens  representing  392  children  were 
submitted  by  the  Medical  Officer  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year.  By  this  means  12  mild  cases  and  51  “carriers” 
were  detected,  while  6 convalescent  children  were  found  to  be 
still  harbouring  Diphtheria  bacilli  and  therefore  unfit  to  return 
to  school. 
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The  examinations  were  conducted  at  the  University  of 
Birmingham  by  arrangement  with  the  Staffordshire  County 
Council,  and  reports  received  by  telephone  usually  within  24 
hours  of  the  despatch  of  the  specimen. 

These  special  precautions  are  far  from  complete  since  they 
relate  to  elementary  school  children  only  and  are  of  necessity 
in  abeyance  during  the  school  holidays.  Still,  they  remove  a 
considerable  number  of  potentially  infective  cases  from  cir- 
culation and  cannot  fail  to  assist  in  the  control  of  the  disease. 

There  was  a considerable  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria  notified  during  1910,  the  first  complete  year  of  the 
special  preventive  work,  as  compared  with  the  three  preceding 
years,  and  a remarkable  fall  in  the  death-rate,  no  death  from 
this  disease  having  occurred  during  the  year,  an  experience 
without  parallel  in  the  health  records  of  the  District. 

No  doubt  many  factors  contributed  to  this  result ; but  the 
assumption  that  the  special  measures  adopted  took  some 
share  appears  to  be  justified. 

Antitoxin  has  been  supplied  free  of  charge  to  medical 
practitioners  since  August  1st,  1906. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  antitoxin  treatment  is  most  effectual 
when  the  remedy  is  administered  early  in  the  disease,  medical 
practitioners  are  advised  always  to  keep  a stock  in  hand  sufficient 
for  at  least  one  patient. 

During  the  year  130,000  units  were  issued. 

Measles. — Following  upon  the  severe  epidemic  of  the 
previous  year,  1910  was  marked  by  freedom  from  the  disease 
and  no  fatal  case  occurred  in  the  District. 

Typhoid  (Enteric)  Fever. — The  6 cases  notified 
occurred  in  6 separate  houses. 

All  the  cases  were  treated  at  home. 

In  no  instance  could  the  origin  of  infection  be  traced. 
All  the  houses  were  supplied  with  Birmingham  Corporation 
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water  only.  So  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  no  food  liable  to 
convey  infection  had  been  partaken  of  by  any  of  the  patients 
within  a month  of  the  onset  of  illness.  The  few  sanitary 
defects  found  on  the  premises  were  not  of  such  a nature  as  to 
suggest  a causal  relationship  to  the  disease ; while  the  fact  that 
no  two  cases  occurred  in  the  same  house,  or  even  in  the  same 
locality,  also  appears  to  negative  the  probability  of  a local 
origin.  Four  of  the  patients  worked  in  other  districts. 

Two  deaths  occurred : the  case  mortality  therefore  was 
33  per  cent.,  as  against  23  per  cent,  in  1909,  77  per  cent,  in 
1908  and  20  per  cent,  in  1907. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case  was  notified.  The  patient 
was  attended  in  her  confinement  by  a certified  midwife.  Due 
precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

The  Midwives  Act  is  administered  by  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council. 

Erysipelas. — The  37  cases  occurred  in  37  separate 
houses.  In  two  instances  minor  sanitary  defects  were  found 
on  the  premises. 

No  death  occurred. 

Plague  was  added  to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases  by  an 
order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  the  19th  of 
September,  1900. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  MATTERS. 

Refuse  and  Sewage  Disposal. — The  whole  of  the 
District  is  sewered,  with  the  exception  of  the  rural  area,  an  area 
overlying  colliery  workings  and  liable  to  subsidence,  and  a tract 
of  low-lying  land  at  Witton  where  sewers  are  now  being  laid  to 
connect  with  the  recently-erected  Pumping  Station. 

Of  the  16,486  houses  in  the  District  16,349  are  connected 
with  the  sewers. 

The  bulk  of  the  houses  are  provided  with  water  closets  and 
only  3 1 2 privy  middens  now  remain. 
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The  sewers  are  in  connection  with  the  outfall  sewers  of  the 
Birmingham  Tame  and  Rea  District  Drainage  Board,  of  which 
Board  Handsworth  is  a constituent  Authority. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  domestic  refuse  is  under- 
taken by  the  District  Council. 

■*s. 

The  movable  ashbins  number  8,917,  and  the  ashpits  6,386. 
These  since  June  have  been  emptied  once  a week  as  far  as 
possible. 

The  few  remaining  privy  middens  are  emptied  on  applica- 
tion, the  contents  being  taken  to  farms. 

Property  owners  are  encouraged  to  substitute  movable 
galvanized  iron  ashbins  for  ashpits  wherever  the  latter  are  of  an 
unsatisfactory  type,  and  ashbins  are  provided  in  all  newly-built 
houses,  and  also  in  all  cases  where  privy  middens  are  converted 
into  water  closets. 

The  refuse  collected  from  ashpits  and  ashbins  is  dealt  with 
at  the  Council’s  destructor.  About  14,422  tons  of  domestic 
refuse  were  burnt  during  1910  and  in  addition  139  tons  of  trade 
refuse 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Cleansing  Department  reports 
that  994  applications  for  cleansing  ashpits  have  been  received, 
and  that  979  privy-middens  were  emptied  and  cleansed  during 
the  year;  while  404,621  ashbins  and  ashpits  were  emptied 
weekly,  89,833  ashbins  were  emptied  every  14  days,  and  15,111 
ashpits  were  emptied  every  8 weeks. 

Water  Supply. — The  District  is  supplied  by  the  Bir- 
mingham Corporation  Water  Department.  The  water,  originally 
liable  to  have  a plumbo-solvent  action,  is  now  specially  treated. 

Several  samples  were  tested  during  the  year,  but  none 
showed  any  trace  of  plumbo-solvency. 


A few  wells  still  exist. 
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House-to-House  Inspection. — During  the  year  a 
house-to-house  inspection  has  been  made  in  the  following 
roads,  viz.  : — 


Holdford  Road. 
Witton  Road. 
Aston  Lane. 
Norris  Road. 
Nelson  Road. 
Woodall  Road. 
Wenlock  Road. 
Emscote  Road. 
Dunsink  Road. 
Tintern  Road. 
Kenilworth  Road. 


Tewkesbury  Road. 
Davey  Road. 

The  Broadway. 
Normandy  Road. 
Maidstone  Road. 
Winchester  Road. 
Stoneleigh  Road. 
Thornbury  Road. 
Bayswater  Road. 
Earlsbury  Gardens 
Willmore  Road. 


Leslie  Road. 
Wellington  Road. 
Fentham  Road. 
Wood  Lane. 
Howard  Road. 
Arden  Road. 
Freer  Road. 
Hampton  Road. 
Salisbury  Road. 


This  area  embraces  much  of  the  smaller  house  property 
and  some  of  the  larger  house  property  in  Birch  field  and  Heath- 
field  Wards. 

In  this  way  2,277  houses  were  inspected  and  many  danger- 
ous conditions  were  discovered  and  remedied.  The  following 
is  a summary  of  the  results  of  the  inspection  : — 


Privies 

91 

Ashpits,  Dry 

. . . 

754 

Ashpits,  Covered  . . . 

. . . 

800 

Ashpits,  Uncovered 

12 

Ashpits  over  20  square 

feet 

in  area 

95 

Wet  Ashpits... 

50 

Outdoor  W ater-closets 

. . . 

2,070 

Indoor  Water-closets 

. . . 

322 

Ventilation  Pipe  under 

3in. 

diameter  ... 

19 

Defective  Traps  and  Drains  8 

Ash  bins  1,302 

Waste- water  Flush  Closet  3 

Lip-traps  on  Drains  ...  28 

Bell-traps  on  Drains  ...  1 

Houses  supplied  with  Well- 
Water  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Wells  ...  ...  3 

Back  to  back  Houses  ...  35 


Nuisances. — During  the  year,  9,256  inspections  and 
observations  were  made  for  the  discovery  and  abatement  of 

j 

nuisances  within  the  District,  2,714  informal  notices  were  sent 
out  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  were  in  2,670  cases 
followed  by  the  abatement  of  the  nuisances,  leaving  44  on  the 
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books  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  shows  an  increase  in  the 
year  of  439  inspections,  &c.,  no  notices  and  of  115  nuisances 
abated,  as  compared  with  the  figures  of  1909. 

Final  notices  to  the  number  of  274  were  sent  out. 

No  summonses  were  taken  out  during  the  year,  the  whole 
of  the  work  being  executed  in  a satisfactory  manner  without 
recourse  to  legal  procedings. 

In  123  cases  privies  were  converted  into  water-closets,  and 
357  deep  wet  ashpits  were  filled  up  after  notice  had  been  served 
on  the  owners;  an  increase  of  72  as  compared  with  the  year 
1909. 

Slaughter-houses. — 'The  1 1 slaughter-houses  in  the 
District  have  been  inspected  on  452  occasions,  frequent  inspec- 
tions having  been  made  while  slaughtering  was  taking  place. 
In  22  cases  notices  were  served  to  abate  nuisances,  One 
slaughter-house  is  void. 

In  3 cases  the  drains  were  taken  up  and  properly  relaid ; 
the  floors  in  4 cases  were  repaved  with  bricks  set  in  cement,  and 
offensive  accumulations  were  removed  in  14  cases.  In  1 case 
the  slaughter-house  was  extended  and  new  and  larger  fasting 
pens  built  separate  from  the  slaughter-house. 

No  diseased  meat  was  found,  consequently  no  seizures 
were  made. 

In  1 retail  shop  a number  of  joints  of  frozen  meat, 
amounting  in  all  to  45  lbs.,  were  found  to  be  of  very  poor 

quality,  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  Sanitary 

# 

Inspector  and  cremated  at  the  Council’s  Destructor. 

The  rarity  of  diseased  meat  in  this  District  is  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  only  about  one-fifth  of  the  meat  purveyors  do 
their  own  slaughtering,  and  most  of  these  carry  on  a high-class 
trade  and  purchase  prime  animals  only  ; the  remaining  butchers 
obtain  their  meat  from  the  wholesale  meat  market  connected 
with  the  Birmingham  Abattoir,  where  the  carcases  have  been 
duly  inspected  before  being  allowed  to  be  exposed  for  sale. 
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Food  and  Drugs.— The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
are  administered  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council.  Several 
informal  samples  have  been  taken  by  the  Handsworth  Health 
Department  and  submitted  for  analysis ; in  i instance  the 
information  thereby  obtained  led  eventually  to  prosecution  and 
conviction. 

Bakehouses. — The  43  bakehouses  registered  in  the 
District  were  inspected  on  127  occasions,  and  in  26  cases 
notices  to  cleanse  and  limewash  and  to  abate  nuisances  were 
served.  Two  bakehouses  were  rebuilt  and  proper  ventilation 
and  lighting  provided. 

Five  bakehouses  are  at  present  void,  and  1 bakehouse 
has  been  rearranged  and  improved.  'The  ventilation  of  2 bake- 
houses was  improved. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. — Of  these  there  are  practically 
none  in  the  District  and  no  Bye-Laws  respecting  them  have 
been  framed. 

Offensive  Trades. — No  offensive  trades  are  established 
in  the  District. 

Schools. — All  the  public  elementary  schools  were  visited 
during  the  year.  No  grave  sanitary  defects  were  found.  All  the 
schools  are  supplied  with  Birmingham  Corporation  water. 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. — Gross  pollution  of 
the  River  Tame  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hamstead  Mill  was 
again  evident  in  May  and  June.  The  matter  was  reported  to 
the  Staffordshire  County  Council,  and  a reply  was  received  to 
the  effect  that  the  sewage  works  higher  up  the  stream  referred 
to  last  year  were  in  rapid  progress,  and  until  these  were  com- 
pleted the  existing  conditions  could  not  be  remedied.  Consider- 
able improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  stream  has  since  taken 
place. 

Workrooms  and  Workshops. — The  235  workrooms 
and  workshops  registered  in  the  District  were  visited  on  341 
occasions.  Notices  to  cleanse  and  limewash  were  served  in  30 
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cases,  and  notices  to  abate  nuisances  were  given  in  25  cases. 
In  1 case  a privy  was  converted  into  a water-closet,  in  1 case 
separate  accommodation  for  the  sexes  was  provided,  and  in  4 
cases  further  closet  accommodation  was  provided ; in  9 cases 
drains  were  opened,  repaired  and  properly  trapped ; in  4 cases 
the  ventilation  was  improved ; in  6 cases  floors  were  drained, 
and  2 cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated.  There  are  9 
“ domestic  workshops  ” in  the  District,  in  which  are  carried  on 
the  following  trades  4 dressmakers,  3 laundries,  1 tailor  and 
1 picture  frame  maker.  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
(Amendment)  Act,  1890,  is  in  force  in  the  District.  The 
standard  of  “sufficiency  and  suitability”  of  sanitary  accommo- 
dation adopted  is  that  of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Order 
of  February  4th,  1903. 

Housing-  Accommodation  and  Housing  Improve- 
ment — There  is  ample  housing  accommodation  for  working 
class  people  who  are  prepared  to  pay  a weekly  rental  of  from 
5/6  to  7/6,  inclusive  of  rates  ; but  there  are  comparatively  few 
houses  at  less  than  the  former  figure.  Generally  speaking,  the 
working  class  dwellings,  though  not  built  very  substantially,  are 
of  good  type  and  the  houses  and  their  surroundings  are  kept 
clean  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  deal  with  the  inadequate 
pantry  accommodation  so  frequently  met  with  and  referred  to  in 
previous  reports,  by  the  insertion  in  the  Handsworth  Urban 
District  Council  Bill,  1910,  of  a clause  compelling  suitable 
pantry  provision  in  all  newly-built  houses.  The  progress  of  the 
Bill,  however,  has  been  suspended  until  the  “ Greater  Birming- 
ham ” Bill  has  been  dealt  with. 

Houses  of  the  back-to-back  type  number  about  620,  all 
erected  prior  to  1874. 

There  are  no  enclosed  courts  in  the  District.  With  few 
exceptions  the  courts  and  yards  are  paved. 

Action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Acts. — Closing  Orders  under  the  Housing,  'Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  were  made  in  respect  of  8 houses 


represented  by  the  Medical  Officer  as  being  unfit  for  habitation 
by  reason  of  their  damp  and  dilapidated  condition.  In  the  case 
of  i house  closure  was  followed  by  voluntary  demolition, 
and  the  remaining  7 are  now  closed  pending  demolition.  In 
the  case  of  14  other  houses  found  to  be  in  a damp,  dilapidated 
and  dangerous  state,  interviews  with  the  owners  resulted  in  the 
demolition  of  all  the  houses  without  recourse  to  legal  measures. 
'Two  other  houses,  considered  by  the  Medical  Officer  to  be  unfit 
for  habitation,  were  voluntarily  closed  by  the  owners  and  will  be 
demolished  in  due  course. 

In  addition  to  a large  number  of  minor  repairs  and  improve- 
ments to  dwellings  carried  out  during  the  year,  14  houses  were 
thoroughly  overhauled  and  repaired  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Health  Department.  In  3 of  these  which  were  without  damp 
courses,  proper  damp  courses  were  inserted. 

Routine  inspection  of  dwellings  under  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act  was  commenced  in  November,  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  being  appointed  to  undertake  this  work  under 
the  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1'he  Building  Bye-Laws  in  force  in  the  District  demand  a 
minimum  open  space  at  the  rear  of  buildings  of  200  square 
feet,  free  from  any  erection  and  a minimum  distance  across 
such  space  varying  between  15  feet  in  the  case  of  single-storied 
houses  and  25  feet  for  three-storied  houses. 

The  supervision  of  the  erection  of  new  houses  is  under- 
taken by  the  Surveyor’s  Department. 

THE  MILK  SUPPLY. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — During  1909  there  were  15 
cowsheds  in  occupation  in  the  District.  The  largest  number  of 
cows  kept  was  233,  the  average  number  being  205.  In  11  sheds 
the  cubic  space  for  each  cow  is  from  825  cubic  feet  to  993  cubic 
feet.  In  4 sheds  the  cubic  space  is  a little  under  800  cubic 
feet.  From  the  smaller  sheds  the  cows  are  turned  out  daily 
(once  or  twfice  a day)  during  the  winter  months.  In  the  summer 
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time  all  the  cows  are  out  day  and  night  except  for  a few  hours 
for  milking. 

One  shed  has  been  provided  with  a supply  of  water  from 
the  public  mains.  In  others,  the  water  supply  is  obtained  from 
springs,  wells  and  pools,  and  in  most  cases  appears  to  be 
abundant. 

The  premises  of  14  registered  cowkeepers  have  been 
inspected  on  197  occasions,  and  in  14  cases  notices  to  abate 
nuisances  have  been  served. 

In  3 cases  the  sheds  have  been  properly  ventilated,  paved 
and  drained,  and  the  drains  in  2 cases  have  been  relaid,  properly 
trapped  and  ventilated,  and  in  9 cases  offensive  accumulations 
have  been  removed.  Two  cowsheds  have  been  partly  rebuilt 
and  enlarged  to  give  increased  air  space  to  animals  kept  there. 

The  premises  of  the  271  milkshops  and  dairies  on  the 
register^  were  inspected  on  295  occasions  and  found  in  a 
satisfactory  state,  with  the  exception  of  1 where  it  was  necessary 
thoroughly  to  cleanse  the  premises. 

During  the  year  2 cowsheds  have  been  void. 

No  special  tests  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  in  milk  were  carried 

out. 

Certain  sections  known  as  the  Milk  Clauses,  which  give 
powers  to  deal  with  Tuberculous  milk,  have  been  embodied  in 
the  Handsworth  Urban  District  Council  Bill  now  in  Parliament. 

The  quality  of  the  milk  retailed  in  the  District  appears  to 
be  good  on  the  whole  so  far  as  chemical  standards  are  con- 
cerned, but  there  is  not  sufficient  care  taken  to  exclude  particles 
of  dirt,  &c.,  a very  definite  deposit  of  which  can  nearly  always 
be  seen  when  a tumbler  of  milk  is  allowed  to  stand  for  half-an 
hour.  One  large  firm  of  milk  dealers,  whom  it  would  be 
invidious  to  name,  adopt  special  precautions  to  minimise  pollu- 
tion of  the  milk  during  delivery,  and  their  system  might  be 
copied  by  others  with  great  benefit  to  consumers. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 
done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector' s Department  during  the  year  1910. 
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Foul  Conditions 
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17 
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10 
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Structural  Defects 

935 

444 

444 

27 

421 

20 

and 

Over-crowding  ... 

35 

5 

5 

2 

3 

2 

Schools 

_ Unfit  for  Habitation 

41 

14 

14 

7 

7 

0 

Lodging  houses  ... 
Dairies  and  Milkshops  ••• 

295 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Cowsheds  ... 

197 

14 

14 

14 

. . . 

Bakehouses 

127 

26 

26 

26 

. . . 

Slaughter-houses 

Canal  Boats 

452 

22 

22 

22 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

2211 

488 

488 

55 

431 

52 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  ) 
Manure...  ...  f 

312 

140 

140 

12 

128 

11 

Water-closets 

1335 

426 

426 

46 

376 

44 

House 

Drainage 

r Defective  Traps  ... 

No  Disconnection 

331 

152 

128 

41 

128 

41 

17 

4 

110 

37 

17 

4 

[ Other  Faults 

1665 

550 

550 

45 

497 

44 

Water  Supply 

21 

2 

2 

2 

. . . 

Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept 

196 

62 

| ... 

62 

i 

53 

6 

Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisances 

67 

10 

10 

1 

t-r 

i 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

461 

192 

192 

34 

156 

29 

Totals  ... 

! 9256 

1 

2714 

2714 

274 

2430 

240 

f Number  of  Seizures  .., 

Unwholesome  | Condemned  by  Magistrate 

Food  | Prosecutions  for  Exposing  for  Sale 

t Convictions  ditto  ditto 

( Samples  taken  for  Analysis 
Food  and  | Number  found  Adulterated,  &c.  ... 

Drugs  Act  | Proceedings  taken  ... 

t Number  of  Convictions 
Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ... 

,,  ,,  Condemned  as  Unfit  for  Use 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Disinfected  or 

Destroyed 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ... 
Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of 

Infectious  Disease 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecution  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons 

or  Things 

Convictions  ditto  ditto 


2859 

516 

1 


2 

1 


Signed, 


ALBERT  HODGES,  C.R.S.I., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


March  6th,  1911. 
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Surveyor’s  Report  respecting  new  buildings,  <&c., 

For  the  Year  ipio. 


During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1910,  90  Plans 
were  submitted,  of  which  82,  representing  341  houses,  30  altera- 
tions, and  additions  to  Somerset  Road  Church  were  approved. 

The  number  of  houses  passed  for  occupation  was  299. 

No  prosecution  has  been  instituted  during  the  year. 

During  the  previous  year  108  Plans  were  submitted,  of 
which  98,  representing  266  houses,  47  alterations  and  additions, 
1 chapel,  additions  to  Villa  Road  Post  Office  and  to  1 factory 
were  approved. 

No  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  8 Plans. 

'The  number  of  houses  passed  for  occupation  was  397. 


TABLE  C 

Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  each  of  the  seven  chief  epidemic  diseases. 
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TABLE  E. 


Birth-rates,  death-rates,  infantile  mortality,  and  death-rates  from 
certain  groups  of  diseases  in  the  various  wards  of  Handsworth  for  each 
of  the  years  1902-10. 


Birchfield  Ward. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

Birth-rate 

28-2 

25T 

26-07 

22-8 

24-4 

23-9 

24-2 

20-2 

21-2 

Death-rate 

8-9 

10-0 

12-02 

9-4 

11-8 

8-9 

10-06 

8-8 

8-3 

Infantile  mortality 

95 

92 

128 

70 

141 

80 

GO 

85 

80 

Death-rates  from — 

All  Epidemic  diseases  ... 

07 

1T3 

1-8 

0-9 

1-9 

1-08 

0-98 

0-47 

0-29 

Tuberculous  diseases  ... 

IT 

1T3 

0-77 

0-98 

0-8 

0-70 

0-74 

1-02 

0-70 

Lung  diseases  ... 

1-3 

0 73 

1-94 

1-3 

1-3 

1 -14 

1-66 

0-94 

1-29 

Heart  diseases  .. 

0-9 

0-81 

1-01 

1-3 

0 7 

1*21 

0-55 

0-35 

0-41 

Cancer  ... 

07 

0-73 

0-31 

0-56 

1-2 

0-83 

1 -05 

0-71 

1-06 

Injuries... 

0 2 

0-24 

0-46 

0-34 

0-2 

0-32 

0-30 

0-53 

0-64 

All  other  causes 

3-9 

5-20 

5-12 

4-5 

5-6 

3-63 

4-78 

4-86 

3-83 

Heathfield  Ward. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

Birth-rate 

18-5 

15-6 

15-8 

17-7 

15-8 

15-2 

15-2 

13  2 

14-0 

Death-rate 

11-0 

9-71 

9-5 

9-1 

11-8 

11-2 

11-4 

9-5 

8-0 

Infantile  mortality 

102 

98 

111 

77 

151 

93 

98 

98 

43 

Death-rates  from  — 

All  Epidemic  diseases .. . 

0-6 

0-82 

0-61 

0-64 

0-93 

083 

0-30 

0*50 

Tuberculous  diseases  ... 

0-7 

0-92 

0-41 

0-36 

1-35 

1-32 

1-00 

0-70 

0-80 

Lung  diseases  ... 

1-2 

1-74 

0-61 

0-52 

1-97 

1-42 

2"20 

1-91 

1-60 

Heart  diseases  ... 

2-2 

0 51 

1 -23 

0-82 

0-93 

1-42 

1*00 

0-50 

0-40 

Cancer  ... 

0-8 

0-71 

0-92 

0-75 

1-25 

1 -11 

1-30 

0-90 

0-70 

Injuries  . 

o-i 

0-31 
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0-33 

o-i 

010 

0-20 
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0-20 

All  other  causes 

5-1 

4-70 

4-70 

5-57 

5 3 

5 07 

5-40 

4-96 

4-33 
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Murdock  Ward. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

Birth-rate 

30-5 

30-6 

29-0 

27-4 

277 

28-9 

30-1 

25-5 

24-3 

Death-rate 

13-9 

13-8 

16-3 

12-9 

13-0 

12-4 

13-9 

13-5 

10-4 

Infantile  mortality 

122 

145 

181 

102 

130 

109 

110 

102 

120 

Death-rates  from — 

All  Epidemic  diseases... 

1-5 

1-33 

2-25 

1-5 

2-76 

1-30 

1-59 

2-61 

0-90 

Tuberculous  diseases  ... 

2-2 

1*7 

1-33 

1-4 

0-92 

1 -38 

1*21 

1-38 

075 

Lung  diseases  ... 

2-0 

2-2 

291 

2-0 

1-61 

1-92 

2-50 

3-07 

1-96 

Heart  diseases  ... 

1-3 

1-06 

1-33 

1-4 

0-76 

1-23 

075 

0 84 

0-60 

Cancer  ... 

0-4 

078 

0-58 

0-7 

0-61 

0-38 

1*13 

0-38 

0 60 

Injuries... 

0-3 

1-0 

0-33 

0-33 

0-23 

0*38 

0-37 

0-23 

0-52 

All  other  causes 

6’0 

5-76 

5-75 

5-53 

6T 

5-84 

6-35 

5-01 

5-05 

Sandwell  Ward. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

Birth-rate 

26  T 

30-5 

25-2 

25-6 

25-6 

24-2 

23-09 

22-2 

20-9 

Death-rate 

10-9 

11-03 

11-58 

9-5 

10-6 

9-6 

8-8 

9-7 

7-4 

In  fan  tile  mortality 

104 

84 

129 

67 

103 

118 

74 

66 

49 

Death-rates  from — 

All  Epidemic  diseases... 

1*2 

0-86 

1-82 

0-69 

2 35 

0-62 

0-66 

1-25 

0-32 

Tuberculous  diseases  ... 

1-3 

1-14 

0-91 

0-67 

0-54 

0-50 

0-83 

0 87 

1-03 

Lung  diseases  ... 

2-2 

1-57 

2-08 

1-67 

0-9 

1-57 

1-16 

1-09 

0 97 

Heart  diseases  ... 

0-5 

1-14 

1*43 

0'89 

0-84 

0-90 

0-27 

0-54 

o 

oo 

■<r 

Cancer  ... 

0-7 

0*5 

0-39 

0-3 

0-84 

1-12 

0-71 

0-65 

0-70 

Injuries... 

0T 

0-3 

0-26 

0-49 

0-3 

0-45 

0-27 

0-27 

o-io 

All  other  causes 

4-9 

— 

3-8 

3-98 

4-9 

4-44 

4-90 

5-04 

342 
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Soho  Ward. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

Birth-rate 

19-0 

18-4 

18  3 

18-0 

15-9 

14-3 

15-7 

15-9 

14-8 

Death-rate 

10-9 

9-8 

11-53 

9-4 

8-6 

8-5 

10-8 

io-o 

10-2 

Infantile  mortality 

104 

89 

89 

96 

77 

92 

101 

76 

92 

Death-rates  from  — 

All  Epidemic  diseases... 

1*3 

077 

1-90 

0-81 

0-82 

0-94 

0-60 

0-43 

0-41 

Tuberculous  diseases  ... 

0-6 

1-03 

0-95 

0-81 

0-9 

0-54 

0-99 

0-64 

055 

Lung  diseases  ... 

2T 

1*1 

1-21 

1-1 

1-06 

1-09 

2-13 

1-72 

1-65 

Heart  diseases  ... 

0-6 

0-94 

1-73 

1-1 

0-41 

o 

oo 

0-53 

0-71 

0-82 

Cancer  ... 

0-6 

0-34 

0-78 

1-06 

0-33 

0-87 

0-68 

0-93 

1-37 

Injuries... 

0-4 

05 

0-26 

0-3 

0-33 

0-31 

0-07 

0-21 

0-55 

All  other  causes 

5-1 

5-0 

4-25 

4-5 

4-8 

3-90 

580 

5-36 

4-82 

TABLE  F. — Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 
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o 
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Totals  .,. 

Chickenpox  was  added  to  the  “ Notifiable  Diseases  ” in  this  District  during  the  period  June  1st,  1902— June  1st,  1904. 


TABLE  H. 

Showing  number  of  cases  of  disease  notified  per  1,000  of  the  populatio 
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SUMMARY  OF  TABLES. 

Showing  mortality  and  rates  at  different  ages,  and  from 
different  classes  of  disease  in  1910  compared  with  the  average 
rates  for  ten  years  1900-1909. 


Totals. 

1910. 

Rates  per  1,000. 

1910. 

1900-1909. 

Deaths 

643 

8-8 

11 -2 

Deaths  under  one  year  ... 

113 

... 

Over  one  and  under  five 

40 

... 

• * * 

Over  sixty-five 

214 

... 

All  Zymotic  Diseases  ... 

29 

0 39 

[ 

1-37 

Tubercular  Diseases 

57 

0-77 

TOO 

Diseases  of  Lungs 

106 

1-45 

1 *67 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

47 

0 64 

1-00 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

66 

0-90 

0-72 

Injuries 

25 

0-34 

0 32 

From  all  other  causes  ... 

313 

4-28 

5T4 

TABLE  I.  — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1910  and  Previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1910  and  previous  year, 
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Notes.  — Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  District  are  included  in  sub-columns  c of  this  Table,  and  those  of  non-residents 
registered  in  public  institutions  in  the  District  excluded.  (See  note  on  Table  I.  as  to  meaning  of  terms  “resident”  and  “ non-resident  ”) 
Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without  the  District,  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localities  according 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  Id  10. 
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Isolation  Hospital — West  Bromwich  Borough  Infectious  Hospital.  Total  available  beds,  70. 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  1. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  year  1910 . 


Deaths  in  ok 
District  at 

Deaths  in  ok  belonging 

subjoined  Ages. 

to  Localities  (at  all 
ages). 

Deaths 

in 

Causes  of  Death. 

WARDS. 

Public 

Insti- 

in 

05 

T3  ° 

‘O 

rH 
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to 
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o 
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6 

... 

o 
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... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

2 

... 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 
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2 
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5 

3 
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.. 
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25 

18 

7 

4 

8 

16 
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1 
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3 
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3 
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... 
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1 
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1 
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46 
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2 

44 

10 

8 

6 

10 
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All  other  causes 
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48 

8 

8 

6 

81 
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30 

41 

43 
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All  causes  ... 
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40 

23 

22 

231 

214 

140 

80 
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... 

TABLE  V.— INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


63 


•j^ax  ano  Japan 

0 co 

. 

: : t> 

CO  H 01 

O rH  * r-H 

0 

mox 

p 

. . . 

• • 

co  : cm 

GO 

•si^uow  si-ll 

co  : 

: : : 

: : <n 

: : : 

: : : : : 

OX 

•sq^uow  n-oi 

i>  : 

: : : 

: : : 

j j 

rH 

•siHuojv  01-6 

cm  : 

: 

: : : 

: : : : : 

CM 

•sq^uopi  6-8 

uo  : 

: : : 

: : : 

rH  »H 

III  l '“H 

CO 

•sq^uow  8-2, 

^ ; 

: : : 

: : : 

: : : 

: : : : : 

O 

•sinuopi  2,-9 

: 

: : : 

: : : 

r-H  * * 

: : : : cm 

CO 

•smuoH  9-g 

h : 

: : : 

: : : 

: : 

III  l rH 

i-H 

•sin now  9-f 

co  : 

: : : 

* ‘ >~H 

rH  * rH 

: |— < : : <-h 

10 

•sin now  f~P, 

co  : 

: : : 

* * rH 

rH  * rH 

: : ; ; pH 

T* 

•sinuoH  8-3 

IQ  r-» 

: : : 

: : : 

1— H * • 

h i— 1 : : 01 

IO 

•sinuow  z-l 

0 : 

r-H 

: : : 

: : : 

—i  cm  : 

cm  : : ; 01 

•innow  I 

I ^ CM 

. 

. 

* f““^ 

i''  i- — • , — 

1' 

Japan  |^ox 

lO 

• 

• 

• 

CM  : -H 

•sqaaA\  f-£ 

h : 

: : : 

: : : 

* rH  • 

r~l  : : : h 

CO 

*sq»8AV  8-3 

I''  ; 

: : : 

: : 

: : : 

* l * r-H 

no 

■sqaaAi  3-1 

h : 

: : : 

: : : 

: : : 

OQ  rH  • l rH 

tJH 

■qaaAV  I Japufl 

<N  (N 

: : : 

: : : 

: : : 

00-  : » 

HO 

CO 

; ; 

: : : 

: 

CO 

. . . — * — ■ £ 

* * 

P-l 

in'  'In  ^ 

0 s 

.2  CD 

O 

•r1  t1  o3 

« c3 

j j 

: : : 

! 

in 

T3  H 

rH  (H  1 

* 

co  O O O 

g ® « . H 

• • -M  C3 

m ^ ^ 

0 0^ 

H O O O ^ 

- 0 £ rjl  r^. 

USE  OF  DEATH. 

Certified 
Uncertified  ... 

Smallpox 
Chickenpox  ... 
Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  (incl 
Membran 
Whooping  Coug 

Diarrhoea,  all  fo 
Enteritis  (Muc 
Gastn 
Gastritis,  Gastr< 
intestin 

Premature  Birtl 
Congenital  Defe 
Injury  at  Birth 
Want  of  Breast- 

Atrophy,  Debilit 

TJ 

!h 

O 

M-l 

-d 

O) 

• rH 
rH 
rH 

0 

< 

J 

v J 

v j 

O 

Y 

y 

r-H 

c6 

Hi 

r__, 

O 

m 

G 

Eh 

All 

Cause 

O 

0 ® 

.2  00 

8 <D 

0-  ce 

Was  tin 
Diseases 

0 

0 

o aj 

0)  CO 

GQ 

1— ( M 

£ 0 
ce  & 

So 

TABLE  V.— INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910 .—Continued. 


64 


•1139 A 8«0 

J8pan 

squ30<3  puox 

•sq'piojA 

5I-II 

•sq^uopi 

II-Ol 

sqq.uopi  oi-6 

O 

♦ 

: co 

* i-H 

■hcoh 

•03  ■ 03 

CO 

00 

• 

• 

* 

• 

• 

i-H 

r—H 

(M 


Ol 


•sii^uoh  6-8 


cc 


•sqpuojv;  8-2, 


•sqc^uoK  2,-9 


CO 


•sq'piojA  9-5 


•si^uoh  9-f 


•sq^uoj\[  f-s 


•sqiuow  g-5 


•sq^Tioju  g-i 


•q^xioK  I 
joprin.  jb^ox 


•sq08AV  f-S 


•sqe9AV  8-3 


•sq80Ai  5-1 


•q00Ai  I aopuft 


ffi 

m 

o 

o 

m 

3> 

<1 

o 


>o 


rji 


ic 


t- 


CO 


>o 


ic 

CO 


co  : <m 


CO 


: 


r3 

fH 

a 

te 


tJO 

3 

o 

s-, 

pp 


: : : : : ; ^ : : : : ^ 

cj  * ‘ ' S 

.2.2  S.S  | 

■h.-S^q  : : : g : : : : be  : 

3 C ^ CO  >rH 

■H  +J  S Ji  >Cs 

g-q^o  ^ 7: 

a;  ^ • ••«>••••  02 

w g : : : © : : : : > 

„ „ 02  ?5  o co 

® H v — j/j  ..02 

Jig'S  8 -J§.2.2|§| 

3.  33  ^ c i J3  "3  +3  m .r4  ol 

33  ^ ^ f/5  Kr  C/2  *rH  O 0 ~) 

O CO  2,  jj  rP— 1 b®H 

fH  ^ .2<3  ® S ^ O fl  fl  O h 

_3  53  a o £?a>«G_a 

2 2 s-i  >yrn  ^ c Ih  Cj  C S+J 

r-i  r-t  O W c/2  PP  <5  O PP  hP  Ph  iZ2  O 


02 

2 . 

O ce 

■-H  OJ 

3 02 
o ce 

aj 

02  cc 
33  • jr1 


s-,  ce 
02  02 
— 1 02 
+3  3 

o 3 


CO 


Ol 


uo 


to 


CD 


CD 


03 

UO 


TH 


3 

+3 

O 

Eh 


District  of  Handsworth  (Staffs.).  Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1910),  72,964. 

Births  in  the  year: — Legitimate,  1,394;  Illegitimate,  27. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  Legitimate  Infants,  109 ; Illegitimate  Infants,  4.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  643. 
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TABLE  VI. 

Particulars  as  to  actions  taken  under  Factory  and 

Workshops  Act,  1901. 

1. — Number  of  Workshops  on  Register  at  end  of  1910. 

Miscellaneous  trades  ...  ...  ...  235 

Workshop  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  43 


Total  ...  278 


2.  — Inspections  made . 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  341 

Written  Notices  sent  ...  ...  ...  57 

Prosecutions...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

3.  — Particulars  of  Defects  found. 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Acts.  Found.  Remedied. 
Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  30  28 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  ...  4 4 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  2 2 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ...  6 6 

Other  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  9 8 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : — 

Insufficient  ...  ...  ...  4 4 

Unsuitable  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ...  1 1 

Totals  ...  57  54 

Five  matters  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  were 
referred  by  H.M.  Inspector. 

4 — Out-ivorkers. 

Number  of  Out- workers  on  list  ...  ...  69 

Inspections  of  Out- workers’  Premises  ...  92 

Premises  Unwholesome  or  Infectious  ...  1 


\ 
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HANDSWORTH 

URBAN  DISTRICT. 


REPORT 

ON  THE 


Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  under 
the  Education  (Administrative  Provisions) 

Act,  1907, 


FOR  THE 


Year  ended  December  31st,  1910, 


BY 

W.  SlSAM, 

M.D.,  B. Sc. , D.P.H., 


School  Medical  Officer. 
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EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Councillor  E.  F.  Freeland,  Chairman. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Harris,  Vice-Chairman. 
Councillor  Berry. 

,,  Best. 

,,  Brindley. 

„ Edwards. 

„ Nickolds. 

,,  Sanders. 

,,  Silver. 

Mrs.  Rabone. 

Rev.  H.  G.  Daniell-Bainbridge,  M.A. 
Mr.  A.  Clendon,  M.A. 

Mr.  W.  Hale. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Quirke. 

Secretary — 

J.  F.  Ingram. 

Medical  Officer — 

W.  SlSAM. 

Chief  Attendance  Officer • — 

H.  Bayliss. 
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TO  THE 

EDUCATION  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  URBAN 
DISTRICT  OF  HANDSWORTH. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Rabone  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1910  upon 
Medical  Inspection,  under  the  Education  (Administrative 
Provisions)  Act,  1907,  of  the  school  children  in  this  District. 

So  far  as  concerns  the  ultimate  object  of  medical  inspec- 
tion— the  cure  or  amelioration  of  the  defects  thereby  revealed — 
it  has  been  a year  of  marking  time,  the  peculiar  circumstances 
created  by  the  “Greater  Birmingham”  Bill  rendering  it  impolitic 
for  your  Committee  to  embark  upon  new  schemes  which  would 
probably  have  to  be  abandoned  in  the  event  of  the  Bill  becoming 
law. 


As  in  former  years,  a fair  measure  of  success  has  attended 
the  efforts  of  your  School  Nurse  and  myself  to  secure  treatment 
of  the  most  serious  cases  discovered  during  informal  as  well  as 
routine  inspection,  but  we  cannot  claim  any  appreciable  reduc- 
tion in  the  proportion  of  cases  allowed  to  remain  untreated,  nor 
is  it  likely  that  a reduction  will  take  place  until  some  properly 
organised  means  of  assisting  the  poorer  class  of  parent  is 
devised.  Under  existing  conditions  the  poor  and  improvident 
are  chiefly  dependent  upon  charity  in  the  shape  of  Hospital 
and  Dispensary  tickets  for  the  treatment  of  their  children  and 
this  charity  is  distributed  very  unequally  and  its  total  amount  is 
quite  inadequate.  It  is  in  regard  to  visual  defects  that  the 
greatest  disparity  between  the  number  of  serious  cases  and  the 
available  supply  of  Hospital  notes  exists,  mainly  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  in  most  instances  more  notes  than  one  are  required 
on  account  of  the  necessity  for  the  provision  of  spectacles. 
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I feel  that  serious  attention  should  be  given  also  to  the 
large  class  of  children  who  are  afflicted  with  incurable  defects  of 
sight  or  hearing,  of  less  degree  than  would  render  them  eligible 
for  admission  to  special  schools  for  the  blind  or  deaf,  yet 
sufficiently  grave  to  interfere  greatly  with  their  education  in 
ordinary  classes.  At  present  these  children  are  invariably 
placed  in  the  front  row  of  the  class  and  treated  with  every 
possible  consideration,  yet  a large  proportion  of  the  teaching  is 
unintelligible  to  them  and  they  always  fall  considerably  below 
the  average  standard  of  normal  children  of  the  same  age. 
Special  classes  for  the  partially  blind  and  others  for  the  partially 
deaf,  in  which  the  former  would  be  educated  mainly  by  aural 
methods  and  the  latter  by  visual  methods,  appear  to  afford  the 
best  solution  of  this  problem. 

I wish  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  invariable  kindness 
and  consideration  extended  to  me  by  the  Members  of  your 
Committee  and  again  to  acknowledge  the  invaluable  assistance 
rendered  me  in  my  work  by  your  Secretary,  the  Head  Teachers 
of  the  schools,  the  Teachers  who  undertook  the  special  Medical 
Inspection  duties  and  the  Superintendent  and  Assistant  Attend- 
ance Officers. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Rabone  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


W.  SISAM. 
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Handsworth  Education  Committee. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  year  1910. 


The  outlines  suggested  in  Circular  596  of  the  Board  of 
Education  have  been  followed  in  the  main  in  framing  this 
report. 

CO-RELATION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE 
WITH  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

This  is  secured  by  the  appointment  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  the  post  of  School  Medical  Officer. 

The  advantage  of  the  dual  appointment  has  been  manifest 
in  many  directions,  notably  in  the  case  of  Infectious  Diseases 
occurring  among  school  children,  and  also  in  the  case  of 
children  whose  dirty  condition  on  inspection  has  caused  the 
attention  of  the  Health  Department  to  be  directed  to  the  con- 
dition of  their  homes. 

GROUPS  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED. 

In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Education  under  the  Education  (Administrative  Provisions) 
Act,  1907,  your  Committee  decided  that  the  children  to  be 
inspected  during  the  year  1910  should  be  : — 

(a.)  All  infants  admitted  since  the  last  previous  inspection 
of  their  respective  schools  ; 

(b.)  Senior  children  expected  to  leave  within  a year  of  the 
date  of  inspection, 

or  briefly,  “entrants”  and  “leavers/5 

SCHEME  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

No  departure  has  been  made  from  the  scheme  adopted  in 
previous  years.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the  card  used  for 
recording  the  results  of  inspection  : — 


HANDSWORTH  SCHOOL  CARD. 

Name  School 

Address  Born  Vac.  Mrs. 
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ASSISTANCE  BY  TEACHERS. 

In  each  school  department  an  Assistant  Teacher  has  been 
nominated  by  the  Head  Teacher  to  help  in  the  work  of  inspec- 
tion— selection  being  based  upon  special  aptitude  and  liking 
for  the  work.  Your  Committee  decided  to  grant  these  teachers 
an  honorarium  of  25/-  per  100  children  examined,  with  a 
maximum  annual  payment  of  ^5  to  any  one  teacher.  The 
principal  duties  allotted  to  them  are  to  weigh  and  measure,  to 
carry  out  preliminary  sight  testing,  to  collect  information  as  to 
the  home  conditions  of  the  children  and  the  infectious  diseases 
from  which  they  have  suffered,  to  note  the  cleanliness  of  the 
children  and  the  condition  of  their  clothing,  and  also  to  assist 
at  the  actual  medical  inspection. 

The  teachers’  share  in  inspection  has  been  extremely  well 
done  on  the  whole  and  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  found 
burdensome.  The  medical  inspections  have  been  so  arranged 
as  to  enable  the  teachers  to  spread  this  work  over  a considerable 
period,  consequently  very  little  interference  with  ordinary  school 
work  has  been  involved. 

THE  SCHOOL  NURSE. 

The  School  Nurse,  who  devotes  approximately  one-third  of 
her  time  to  school  work  and  the  remainder  to  the  duties  of 
Health  Visitor,  has  occasionally  assisted  at  inspections,  but  has 
been  chiefly  occupied  in  visiting  the  homes  of  diseased,  defec- 
tive or  dirty  children  for  the  purpose  of  urging  upon  the  parents 
the  necessity  for  appropriate  treatment. 

During  the  year  701  visits  of  this  kind  were  paid. 

PARENTS  AND  INSPECTION. 

Although  in  all  cases  invitations  to  be  present  at  the 
inspections  have  been  despatched  to  the  parents  concerned,  the 
attendance  has  not  been  so  good  as  might  be  desired. 

The  parents  attended  in  the  case  of  67 '2  per  cent,  of  the 
infants  and  of  17 ‘8  per  cent,  of  the  older  children  as  against 
62  and  14  per  cent,  respectively  in  1909. 
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Messages  from  parents  asking  that  their  children  should  be 
exempted  from  inspection  were  received  in  two  instances,  and 
no  examination  of  these  children  was  made.  In  a few  cases 
children  were  absent  on  the  day  of  inspection  without  apparent 
cause,  and  it  seemed  probable  that  they  were  kept  away  in  order 
to  escape  inspection.  Most  of  these  children  were  subsequently 
examined. 

With  these  exceptions,  no  opposition  on  the  part  of  parents 
has  been  met  with  ; while  appreciation  of  the  objects  of  inspection 
has  been  shown  by  many. 

SCHOOLS  INSPECTED. 

The  District  of  Handsworth  contains  12  Elementary 
Schools  comprising  28  departments,  with  an  average  number 


the  year  1910  of  9,435  scholars 

on 

the  roll. 

The  Provided  Schools  are  : — 
Boulton  Road,  average  No. 

on 

roll, 

1910 

...  898 

Birchfield  Road  ,, 

) j 

,, 

...  1,052 

Wattville  Street  ,, 

5) 

5) 

•••  B453 

Rookery  Road  ,, 

J) 

55 

..  1,674 

Grove  Lane  ,, 

55 

55 

...  1,003 

Westminster  Road  ,, 

5) 

55 

•••  7i3 

Canterbury  Road  ,, 

55 

5 5 

820 

The  Non-Provided  Schools  are 

St.  James’  average  No.  on 

roll, 

I9IO 

...  508 

St.  Michael’s  ,, 

55 

...  467 

St.  Mary’s  ,, 

5) 

5 5 

...  302 

Holy  Trinity  ,, 

55 

55 

...  342 

St.  Augustine’s  ,, 

55 

...  203 

All  of  these  Schools  were  inspected  during  the  year.  A 
total  of  2,324  children  were  examined,  1,546  “entrants”  and 
778  “leavers.”  The  former  varied  in  age  between  4^*  and  7 
years  and  the  latter  were  13  or  14. 

"r  The  usual  minimum  age  for  admission  is  5 years,  but  in  exceptional 
cases  children  of  4^  are  admitted. 
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Inspection  was  completed  in  76  visits,  each  occupying  one 
school  session. 

The  time  spent  in  actual  medical  inspection  averaged  just 
under  five  minutes  per  child;  but  this  does  not  take  into 
account  the  subsequent  examination  of  referred  cases,  many  of 
which  were  visited  at  their  homes. 

FACILITIES  FOR  INSPECTION. 

In  14  of  the  26  departments  dealt  with,  the  teachers’ 
private  room  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Medical  Officer 
for  inspection  purposes.  This  answered  admirably,  for,  being 
cut  off  from  the  main  school  by  corridors  in  each  case,  no 
disturbance  was  occasioned  and  no  interference  with  the 
ordinary  school  work  of  any  but  the  scholars  examined.  In 
the  remaining  departments  class  rooms  were  used  for  the 
purpose  and  some  interference  with  school  work  occurred  by 
reason  of  the  disturbance  caused  by  children  entering  and 
leaving  the  examination  room. 

SANITATION. 

All  serious  sanitary  defects  were  reported  in  detail  to  the 
Sites  and  Buildings  Sub-Committee  immediately  on  detection. 

The  following  is  a list  of  improvements  effected  during  the 
year : — 

Boulton  Road  School  - Extension  of  urinals. 

Rookery  Road  School  - Repairs  and  extension  of  urinals. 

Repairs  to  water  closets  and 
ventilation  shaft. 

Holy  Trinity  School  - Repairs  to  urinals,  lavatory  basins 

and  gully  traps. 

St.  James’  School  - - Repairs  to  surface  of  playground, 

floor  of  school,  rainwater  down- 
spout, gully  traps  and  inspection 
chamber.  Provision  of  ad- 
ditional ventilation  to  water 
closets. 


77 


All  the  non-provided  schools  were  repainted  or  colour- 
washed throughout  during  the  year. 

Ventilation  and  Warming. — Four  of  the  schools — Grove 
Lane,  Rookery  Road,  Wattville  Road  and  Westminster  Road — 
are  heated  and  ventilated  on  the  Plenum  system ; the  remaining 
schools  are  naturally  ventilated  and  are  heated  by  either  open 
fires  or  low-pressure  hot-water  systems.  In  all  schools  venti- 
lation is  fairly  good.  In  the  mixed  department  of  Holy  Trinity 
School  complaint  has  been  made  of  inefficient  heating  of  the 
main  room,  in  which  open  fireplaces  alone  are  used,  and  steps 
are  being  taken  to  remedy  this  defect.  In  all  other  schools  the 
heating  arrangements  appear  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 

Lighting . — The  only  defects  in  natural  lighting  noted  are 
those  at  Boulton  Road  School  previously  reported  upon.  In 
several  schools  the  artificial  lighting  leaves  much  to  be  desired, 
naked  flame  gas  burners  of  very  poor  illuminating  capacity 
being  used. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. — Speaking  generally,  the  sanitary 
conveniences  are  of  good  design  and  kept  in  good  condition. 
Water  closets,  usually  of  the  trough  type  and  fitted  with  auto- 
matic flushing  tanks,  are  supplied  to  all  departments. 

Washing  and  Drinking  Arrangements. — The  public  water 
supply  is  laid  on  to  all  the  schools  and  a sufficient  number  of 
wash  basins  is  provided  in  most  departments. 

Cloakroom  Accommodation. — A sufficient  number  of  pegs 
is  provided  in  all  departments.  In  all  the  schools  the  pegs  are 
arranged  in  tiers,  an  arrangement  which  entails  overlapping  of 
garments  and  affords  opportunity  for  the  migration  of  parasites. 
Excepting  in  a few  departments  where  each  child  has  a peg 
reserved  by  number  or  by  name,  the  pegs  are  used  indiscrimi- 
nately— a practice  which  should  be  avoided  where  possible. 

No  special  arrangements  for  drying  cloaks  and  boots  exist 
in  any  of  the  schools. 
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Cleanliness  of  Schoolrooms  and  Cloakrooms. — The  condition 
of  all  the  schools  is  satisfactory.  The  departments  reported  last 
year  as  being  dirty  have  been  thoroughly  cleansed  and  repainted. 

Playgrounds. — With  the  single  exception  of  St.  Mary’s 
Infants’  School,  where  the  playground  is  gravelled,  all  schools 
are  provided  with  asphalted  playgrounds,  the  surfaces  of  which 
are  kept  in  good  condition  on  the  whole. 

HEIGHT  AND  WEIGHT  OF  CHILDREN. 

Weighing  and  measuring  has  not  been  confined  to  the 
children  medically  inspected,  but  has  been  extended,  as  far  as 
practicable,  to  all  in  the  schools. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  height  and  weight, 
at  different  ages  and  for  each  sex,  of  children  attending  the 
schools  in  the  District;  while  the  standards  set  up  in  1885  by 
the  Anthropological  Committee  of  the  British  Association  are 
inserted  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  Handsworth  children  were 
weighed  without  boots  while  those  weighed  for  the  Anthro- 
pological Committee  kept  their  boots  on.  The  average  weight 
of  a pair  of  boots  is  about  ilb.  for  boys  and  fib.  for  girls  in  the 
case  of  “entrants,”  and  2lbs.  for  boys  and  ijlbs.  for  girls  in  the 
case  of  “leavers.” 
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TABLE  A. — Males. 


Age 

Handsworth  School  Children. 

Standards  of 
Anthropological  Society. 

No.  of 
Children 
Examined. 

Height  in 
inches. 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Height  in 
inches. 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

4 

70 

39-32 

42-02 

— 

— 

5 

370 

39-51 

37-37 

4103 

39-9 

6 

197 

42-74 

41-65 

44  00 

44  4 

7 

89 

4515 

45-94 

45-97 

49-7 

8 

110 

47  22 

50-71 

47  05 

54  9 

9 

134 

49-36 

54-28 

49-70 

60-4 

10 

132 

5117 

60-40 

51-84 

67-5 

11 

108 

52-46 

63-88 

53-50 

72  0 

12 

119 

54-36 

68-91 

54-99 

76-7 

13 

302 

56-12 

78-46 

56-91 

82-6 

14 

38 

58-63 

82-68 

59-33 

92  0 

Females. 

4 

42 

38-59 

35-83 

— 

— 

5 

359 

40-92 

37-69 

40-55 

39-2 

6 

241 

42-53 

40-53 

42-88 

41-7 

7 

138 

44-77 

44-34 

44-45 

47  5 

8 

84 

47-28 

49  84 

46-60 

52-1 

9 

95 

49-53 

54-08 

48-73 

55-5 

10 

110 

51-55 

60-83 

5105 

620 

11 

110 

52-18 

64-76 

53-10 

68-1 

12 

87 

55-48 

72-01 

55-66 

76-4 

13 

297 

57-42 

83-49 

57-77 

87-2 

14 

13 

59-92 

94-50 

59-80 

96-7 

Note. — Children  whose  age  is  given  as  4 were  in  all  cases  at  least  4^, 
as  that  is  the  minimum  age  for  admission  in  this  District. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  foregoing  averages  converted 
into  metric  weights  and  measures. 


TABLE  A L— Males. 


Handsworth  School  Children. 

Standards  of 
Anthropological  Society. 

Age. 

No.  of 
Children 
Examined. 

Height  in 
centimetres. 

Weight  in 
kilograms. 

Height  in 
centimetres. 

Weight  in 
kilograms. 

4 

70 

99-89 

19  06 

— 

— 

5 

370 

100-37 

■ 

16-95 

104-21 

18-09 

6 

197 

108-57 

18-88 

111-76 

20-18 

7 

89 

114-68 

20-84 

116-76 

22-50 

8 

no 

119-97 

23  00 

119-50 

24-90 

9 

134 

125-39 

24-28 

126-23 

27-39 

10 

« 

132 

129-97 

27-40 

131-67 

30-61 

11 

108 

133-26 

28-93 

135-89 

32-65 

12 

119 

138-08 

31-32 

139-67 

34-79 

13 

302 

142-54 

35-59 

144-55 

37-46 

14 

38 

148  -92 

37-49 

150-69 

4173 

Females. 

4 

42 

98  -03 

16-24 

— 

— 

5 

359 

103-96 

17-09 

102-99 

17-78 

6 

241 

108-04 

18-38 

108-91 

18-91 

7 

138 

113-73 

20 -n 

112-90 

21-54 

8 

84 

1-20T1 

22-61 

118-36 

23-63 

9 

95 

125-83 

24-85 

123-77 

25  17 

10 

no 

130-49 

27-59 

129-66 

28-n 

11 

no 

132-54 

29-37 

134-87 

30-89 

12 

87 

140-94 

32-66 

141-37 

34-65 

13 

297 

145-86 

37-87 

146-73 

39-55 

14 

13 

152-20 

42-86 

151-89 

43-86 

TABLE  C.— DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  SEX. 
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Tables  “ C ” and  “D”  show  the  principal  diseases  and 
defects  found  on  inspection,  classified  according  to  age  and  sex. 
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FURTHER  PARTICULARS  OF  DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS. 

Nutrition. — In  connection  with  Medical  Inspection  the 
term  nutrition  is  used  in  its  widest  sense,  and  covers,  among 
other  things,  muscular  development,  condition  of  the  blood, 
and  general  tone  of  the  body.  Defective  nutrition  in  this  sense 
does  not  necessarily  imply  deficient  or  unsuitable  food. 

Verminous  Heads. — The  condition  of  the  head  is  noted  by 
the  teachers  when  weighing  and  measuring  is  done,  as  well  as  by 
the  Medical  Officer  at  the  time  of  inspection.  There  is  a two- 
fold advantage  in  this  arrangement : it  accustoms  the  teachers 
to  the  necessary,  though  unpleasant,  duty  of  detecting  unclean- 
liness, and  it  places  on  record  the  usual  condition  of  the 
children  instead  of  the  condition  in  which  they  are  presented 
on  the  day  of  inspection,  of  which  parents  have  received  about 
a week’s  warning. 

Comparison  of  the  proportion  of  children  noted  as  vermin- 
ous during  1910  with  the  proportion  in  the  two  previous  years 
shows  very  little  apparent  improvement.  There  has,  however, 
been  a decided  real  improvement,  which  is  masked  by  the 
gradual  rise  in  the  standard  adopted  by  teachers  when  assessing 
the  condition  of  the  children. 

Clothing. — The  condition  of  the  clothing  also  is  assessed 
by  the  teachers  in  the  first  instance.  Insufficiently-clad  children 
are  rarely  met  with,  if  one  excepts  the  senior  boys,  many  of 
whom  wear  no  underclothing  even  in  the  depth  of  winter  yet  do 
not  appear  to  feel  the  cold  or  to  suffer  ill  effects,  and  therefore 
cannot  well  be  classed  as  underclothed.  The  senior  girls  are 
frequently  over-clothed,  and  there  is  too  little  variation  between 
their  summer  and  winter  garments. 

Boots. — It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  here  that  a 
properly-organised  boot  fund  exists  in  the  District,  the  Committee 
consisting  of  the  officers  of  the  Handsworth  Aid  Society,  the 
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Head  Teachers  of  all  Elementary  Schools  (Infants’  Departments 
excepted),  the  Attendance  Officers  and  a few  other  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  schools  or  with  charitable  societies.  The 
funds  are  raised  by  public  subscription,  and  during  the  winter  of 
1909-10  the  Committee  were  able  to  distribute  552  pairs  of 
boots.  In  addition,  160  pairs  of  boots  and  no  sets  of  clothing 
were  allotted  to  the  District  from  the  Birmingham  Daily  Mail 
Christmas  Tree  Fund. 

Teeth . — There  is  some  evidence  that  parents  are  paying 
rather  more  attention  to  their  children’s  teeth  than  formerly ; a 
fair  number  of  cases  in  which  suitable  dental  treatment  had  been 
obtained  previously  to  inspection  were  met  with  in  1910. 

Visual  Defects. — Of  the  138  children  noted  as  visually 
defective  32  were  wearing  suitable  glasses  at  the  time  of 
inspection. 

The  preliminary  testing  of  sight  is  carried  out  by  the 
teachers,  who  have  been  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  use  of 
Snellen’s  test-types.  Each  eye  is  tested  separately.  All  children 
who  fail  to  reach  the  normal  standard  are  re-examined  by  the 
Medical  Officer  at  the  time  of  inspection.  The  teachers  do  not 
confine  their  tests  to  children  due  for  inspection,  but  apply 
them  to  all  others  who  show  signs  of  visual  defect;  many 
serious  cases  are  thus  detected  and  relieved  apart  from  those 
discovered  by  routine  inspection. 

Functionally  Disordered  Heart. — Under  this  heading  are 
classed  cases  of  irregular  or  persistently  rapid  action  of  the  heart 
unassociated  with  signs  of  organic  disease.  So  far  as  could  be 
ascertained  over-exertion  was  not  a causal  factor.  In  a few 
cases  a history  of  recent  Diphtheria  or  Scarlet  Fever  was 
elicited ; but  in  the  majority  no  cause  could  be  traced. 

Organic  Heart  Disease. — One  of  the  remarkable  features 
of  medical  inspection  is  the  comparatively  large  number  of 
children  found  to  have  pronounced  valvular  disease  of  the  heart 
in  whom  the  condition  was  previously  unsuspected.  The  lesion 
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in  these  cases  is  of  course  efficiently  compensated,  and  in  most 
instances  is  probably  compatible  with  long  life  provided  that 
due  care  be  taken.  The  existence  of  heart  disease  was  unsus- 
pected in  7 of  the  13  cases  met  with  in  1910,  and  the  children 
were  to  all  appearances  in  perfect  health.  The  presence  of 
such  disease,  apart  from  other  considerations,  has  an  important 
bearing  upon  the  choice  of  occupation  and  also  upon  the 
question  of  indulgence  in  various  sports.  In  all  cases  the 
parents  were  interviewed  and  appropriately  advised. 

Lung  Disease  (non- tuberculous). — Nearly  all  of  the  63  cases 
were  Bronchitis,  principally  of  a sub-acute  type.  In  most  cases 
temporary  exclusion  from  school  was  advised. 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System. — Although  so  few  cases  of 
actual  nervous  disease  were  met  with,  cases  of  nervous  instability 
were  fairly  common. 

Tuberculosis. — Handsworth  school  children  appear  to  be 
remarkably  free  from  Tuberculosis  and  especially  from  Tuber- 
culosis of  the  Lungs.  No  definite  cases  of  the  latter  disease 
were  found  during  1910. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  the 
past  five  years  only  2 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs 
at  ages  5 to  15  have  been  registered  in  the  District. 

Ringworm.— The  number  of  cases  of  Ringworm  found 
during  routine  inspection  does  not  fairly  represent  the  prevalence 
of  the  disease,  for  many  cases  had  been  previously  weeded  out 
from  the  schools.  The  same  remark  applies  to  other  contagious 
skin  diseases. 

hifeciious  Diseases. — These  comprised  Mumps,  1 case ; 
Chicken-pox,  2 cases  ; Scarlet  Fever,  1 case  ; Whooping  Cough, 
1 case ; and  4 cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria. 
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ADVICE  TO  PARENTS. 


Advice  was  given  for  the  following 
Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ... 

Carious  Teeth  ... 

Defective  Sight... 

Disease  of  Eyes 
Bronchitis 
Discharge  from  Ear 
Deformities 
Heart  Disease  ... 

Infectious  Disease 
Pediculosis 

Clothing  dirty  and  defective  ... 
Miscellaneous  ... 


diseases  and  defects  : — 
174  cases. 

362  „ 

83  „ 

12  „ 

32  „ 

8 „ 

4 „ 

13  „ 

3 

58  „ 

18  „ 

39  ,, 
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FACILITIES  FOR  TREATMENT. 

All  parts  of  the  District  are  within  fairly  easy  access  to  the 
various  hospitals  and  other  medical  charities  in  the  City  of 
Birmingham,  and  many  parents  who  cannot  afford  private  treat- 
ment for  their  children  are  enabled  to  take  advantage  of  these 
institutions,  although,  as  previously  mentioned,  the  total  avail- 
able supply  of  hospital  tickets  appears  to  be  quite  inadequate 
for  the  needs  of  the  District. 


ENTRANTS. 
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RESULTS  OF  ADVICE. 

Enquiry  was  made,  at  the  lapse  of  not  less  than  three 
months  from  the  time  of  inspection,  into  392  cases  urgently 
requiring  treatment.  The  following  tables  show  the  results  : — 
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EXCEPTIONAL  CASES. 

Exceptional-case  cards  of  a distinctive  colour  were  made 
out  for  the  following  cases  in  order  that  they  should  be  kept 
under  observation  and  re-examined  during  subsequent  visits  to 


the  respective  schools  : — 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  (suspected)  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculosis  of  Glands  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nutrition  very  defective ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Adenoids  and  Enlarged  Tonsils  ...  ...  2 

Mental  Defect  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Articulation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Aphasia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


ACTION  TAKEN  TO  DETECT  AND  PREVENT  THE 
SPREAD  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  CONTAGIOUS 
DISEASES. 

A system  of  medical  inspection  of  school  children,  insti- 
tuted in  1906,  has  been  continued  as  an  auxiliary  to  routine 
inspection  under  the  1907  Act,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  it  serves 
to  fill  many  of  the  gaps  left  by  the  latter  system,  as  well  as 
providing  for  the  detection  of  diseases  of  an  infective  nature. 
Briefly  the  scheme  is  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Teachers  are  supplied  with  stamped  addressed  post 
cards  for  the  purpose  of  notifying  the  Medical  Officer 
of  any  children  in  school  who  appear  to  require 
examination  at  once.  The  Medical  Officer  visits  the 
school  and  examines  such  children  as  soon  after  the 
receipt  of  notification  as  practicable. 

(2)  Another  form  of  card  is  supplied  to  the  teachers  upon 
which  they  may  immediately  notify  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  fact  that  they  have  sent  home  from  school  any 
child  whom  they  suspect  to  be  suffering  from  any 
infectious  or  contagious  disease  or  condition.  The 
Attendance  Officers  also  report  to  the  Medical  Officer 
all  cases  of  suspected  infectious  illness  coming  to  their 
notice. 

All  such  cases,  not  medically  attended,  are  either 
visited  at  their  homes  or  seen  at  the  Council  House 
or  at  the  Birchfields  Library. 
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This  system  has  proved  very  valuable  tn  enabling  “missed 
cases  ” of  infectious  disease  to  be  detected. 

The  following  figures  show  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
work  done  : — 


CHILDREN  VISITED  AT  HOME. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Children 
visited. 

No.  of  visits 
paid. 

Scarlet  Fever  (diagnosed  at  visit)  ... 

12 

17 

Measles 

5 

5 

Chickenpox  ... 

63 

66 

Whooping  Cough 

30 

33 

Mumps 

107 

107 

Sore  Throat  ... 

192 

201 

Other  Cases  ... 

338 

582 

Totals 

747 

1,011 

CHILDREN  SEEN  AT  COUNCIL  HOUSE  AND  BIRCHFIELDS 

LIBRARY. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Children 
seen. 

Attendances 

made. 

Ringworm 

132 

512 

Impetigo 

163 

547 

Pediculosis 

39 

105 

Sore  Throat  ... 

225 

321 

Scabies  ...  ..  ...  ... 

33 

138 

Other  Cases  ... 

229 

438 

Totals 

821 

2,061 

In  addition  to  the  above,  518  children  were  specially 
examined  in  school. 
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No  treatment  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer, 
but  appropriate  advice  has  been  given  and  where  necessary 
parents  have  been  urged  to  obtain  medical  attendance. 

Considerable  success  has  attended  the  efforts  made  in 
connection  with  Pediculosis  and  Scabies.  The  latter  disease, 
at  one  time  rather  prevalent,  seems  now  practically  to  have 
disappeared  from  the  schools ; while  bad  cases  of  Pediculosis 
are  few  and  far  between. 

No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  under  the  Children 
Act,  but  in  4 cases  of  verminous  children,  preliminary  notices 
under  the  Act  were  sent  to  the  parents  with  the  desired  effect. 

One  gratifying  feature  of  the  work  in  connection  with  dirty 
and  verminous  children  is  the  fact  that  when  once  thorough 
cleansing  has  been  secured  recurrence  is  rare.  It  should  be 
mentioned  that  the  efforts  to  secure  cleanliness  do  not  end  with 
the  children  but  are  extended  to  their  homes,  the  condition  of 
which  is  invariably  found  to  correspond  with  that  of  the 
children. 

Of  the  132  cases  of  Ringworm  9 were  treated  with  the 
X-rays  at  either  the  Hospital  for  Skin  Diseases  or  the  General 
Hospital,  Birmingham.  In  every  case  the  results  were  satis- 
factory and  the  period  of  exclusion  considerably  curtailed.  The 
cases  attended  the  hospitals  as  ordinary  patients  and  no  con- 
tribution towards  treatment  was  made  by  the  Education 
Committee. 

The  cases  of  sore  throat  were  examined  in  connection  with 
an  endeavour  to  stamp  out  Diphtheria  from  the  elementary 
schools  ( vide  p.  29). 

SCHOOL  CLOSURE. 

No  school  was  closed  for  Infectious  Disease  during  the 

year. 
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BLIND  AND  DEAF  CHILDREN. 

On  December  31st,  1910,  4 blind  and  6 deaf  children 
from  this  District  were  receiving  instruction  in  special  institu- 
tions. 

MENTALLY-DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

During  1910  a census  of  mentally-defective  and  very 
backward  children  was  taken  throughout  the  schools.  The 
Medical  Officer  placed  the  76  children  thus  submitted  to  him 
for  examination  in  the  following  categories  : — 

Mentally  Defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Dull  and  Backward  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Questionable  (too  young  for  condition  to  be 
determined)  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Imbecile  (unfit  for  any  school)  ...  ...  1 

The  mentally-defective  children  are  not  sent  to  any  special 
school,  but  they  receive  specially-arranged  instruction,  consist- 
ing largely  of  manual  work,  and  this  instruction  is  individualised 
as  far  as  possible. 

PHYSICAL  AND  BREATHING  EXERCISES. 

In  all  the  schools  these  are  conducted  in  accordance  with 
the  model  scheme  of  the  Board  of  Education.  It  is  impossible 
at  present  to  estimate  the  results,  but  they  cannot  fail  to  be 
beneficial. 

SWIMMING  AND  SPORTS. 

Swimming  instruction  to  boys  and  girls  from  all  the  schools 
has  been  carried  on  during  the  summer  months  with  satisfactory 
results.  Organised  games  have  also  taken  a prominent  part  in 
the  curricula  of  the  schools,  and  the  Education  Committee  has 
during  the  year  rented  two  fields  in  order  to  extend  the  provision 
for  these. 
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TEACHING  OF  HYGIENE  AND  TEMPERANCE. 

Hygiene  is  included  in  the  curriculum  of  the  schools.  In 
respect  to  Temperance,  the  recommendations  of  the  Board  of 
Education  have  been  circulated  amongst  the  teaching  staff,  and 
the  wishes  of  the  Board  are  being  carried  out  as  far  as  possible. 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  TEACHERS. 

During  the  year  one  teacher  was  examined  by  the  Medical 
Officer. 

EDUCATION  (PROVISION  OF  MEALS)  ACT,  1906. 

Since  the  i\ct  was  brought  into  operation  in  1909  a total 
of  36,200  breakfasts  have  been  provided,  20,765  having  been 
supplied  during  the  year  1910. 


